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Ixercise 
Your  Options 

Wise  workouts  take 
only  2D  minutes  a  day 
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LOL!  Find  a  bountiful  crop  oF  agriculture  jokes  at 
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SHOW  THem 

WHO 

YOU  are 

nomarrer 

WHere 

YOU  are 

With  FFA  Official  Casual  Dress 

Show  everyone  in  your  community  you 

are  committed,  dedicated  and  proud  by 

sporting  FFA  Official  Casual.  You'll  find  the 

complete  line  in  the  New  2007-2008  Blue 

Catalog  or  online  at  www.ffaunlimited.org. 

And  for  a  limited  time,  choose  any  Official 

Casual  dress  shirt,  polo  or  outerwear  and 

we'll  personalize  it  for  free!'  Up  to  three 

lines  of  custom  embroidery.  It's  just  one 

more  reason  to  feel  good  about  wearing 

FFA  Official  Casual.  But  hurry,  this 

offer  expires  September  1 4,  2007. 

Order  Anytime! 

Online:  www.ffaunlimited.org 
Phone: 1-888-332-2668 
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oroerNOW! 

Offer  Expires  September  14,  2007, 


"Up  to  three  lines.  Sorry,  no  rush  orders.  Please  allow  tour  weeks 
for  delivery.  Free  offer  does  not  apply  to  Official  FFA  Jacket. 
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EDITOR'S    nOTP  I   wHarsinsiDe 


Celebrating  August:  The  Start  of  a  New  School  Year 

August  has  always  been  one  oF  my  Favorite  months. 
During  my  middle  and  early  high  school  years,  August  meant 
the  start  of  an  exciting  new  school  year.  I  looked  Forward 
to  brand-new  school  supplies,  diFFerent  classes  and  a  chance 
to  catch  up  with  Friends  I  hadn't  seen  all  summer. 

But  as  a  high  school  junior  and  senior,  I  began  to 
realize  how  much  more  went  along  with  the  start  of  the 
new  school  year.  I  no  longerthought  about  just  the  present - 
assignments  due  the  next  day,  my  weekend  plans  or  what  color  binder  to  purchase. 
I  started  thinking  about  the  "bigger"  questions.  What  college  would  I  choose? 
Who  would  be  my  roommate?  Should  I  major  in  agriculture  or  communications? 
And,  the  really  important  question;  How  will  I  pay  For  it  all? 

5ome  oFyou  are  probably  asking  yourselves  similar  questions.  At  the  time, 
I  didn't  realize  that  I  could  have  prevented  some  oFthe  stress  -  simply  by  educating 
myselF  on  post-high  school  options,  researching  scholarships  and  grants,  and  most 
oFall,  starting  early.  That's  what  this  issue  of  FFA  New  Horizons  is  all  about. 

Inside,  you'll  Find  nearly  100  tips  to  help  you  make  these  important  college 
decisions  -  From  preparing  as  early  as  middle  school  to  Financing  options.  In  Fact, 
we  have  so  much  college  inFormation  that  we  ran  out  oF  room!  Be  sure  to  visit 
FFanewhorizons.org  for  more  college  tips  and  links  to  resources. 

Also  inside  this  issue  are  stories  about  current  college  student  Stewart  Kitchen, 
who  serves  as  drum  major  for  The  Ohio  State  University  Marching  Band,  and  FFA 
members  in  California  who  are  preparing  now  for  their  future  careers  in  agriscience. 
You'll  also  find  a  fun  story  about  another  one  of  my  favorite  August  activities  - 
football  tailgating!  To  me,  there's  no  better  way  to  celebrate  the  start  of  the  school 
year  than  by  rounding  up  fellow  FFA  members  to  cheer 
on  the  home  team.  ^^m^^      % 

Enjoy! 

-  Kim  Newsom,  managing  editor 


MEET  OUR  CONTRIBUTORS: 

Writer  Chris  Hayhurst,  who  penned  this 
month's  story  about  drum  major  Stewart 
Kitchen,  enjoyed  his  own  collegiate 
experiences  at  Boston  College  and 
Colorado  Btate  University.  These 
days,  Hayhurst  spends  much  of 
his  Free  time  rock  climbing 
and  skiing. 
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personal  growth  and  career  success  through  agricultural  education, 
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College  Knowledge 

Plan  now  for  a  successful 
post-high  school  career. 


The  Buck  Steps  Here 

Ohio  State  University  drum  major 
Stewart  Kitchen  marches  toward 
the  American  FFA  Degree. 

Multiple  Choices 

California's  North  High  FFA 
members  discover  innovative 
careers  in  agricultural  science. 


DeparrmenTS 


Message  Board 

Tell  us  what  you  think. 

Scrapbook 

Read  news,  jokes  and  more. 

FFA  Faces 

Win  a  Chevy  T-shirt. 

Careers 

Test  your  agriscience  knowledge. 

National  Officer  Q  &  A 

Meet  Vice  President  Coty  Back. 


What's  Hot 

Learn  about  an  FFA  shoe  drive. 

Your  Money 

Explore  college  funding  options. 

Healthy  Lifestyles 

Find  easy  ways  to  exercise  more. 

What's  On 

Enter  a  communications  contest. 

Back  Talk 

Read  about  country  singer  Jason  Meadows. 

On  the  Cover 

Stewart  Kitchen,  Kenton  FFA,  Ohio 
Photo  By  Antony  Boshier 
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more  photos  online  at 

ffanewhorizons-org 


warn  MORE  FFA  New  Horizons?  chpck  out 
our  weBsiTE.  you'll  fino  more  photos, 
MORE  STones,  more  quizzes  ana  a  lot  more 
informaTion.  ahd  rememBerTO  chpck  sacK 
opren  por  ffa  news  upoaTes! 
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Convention  Countdown 

The  BDth  National  FFA 
Convention  is  quickly 
approaching!  Check  the  website 
every  day  for  our  complete 
convention  countdown, 
including  news  from  FFA,  local 
attractions,  polls  and  more. 


STATE  SCOOP 

[heck  out  the 

►  State  Scoop 

for  weekly  updates 

and  news  From 

FFA  members  and 

chapters  across 

the  country. 

WEB  EXTRAS 

Click  on^  Features 

for  more  info 

on  Ohio  State 

drum  major 

Stewart  Kitchen. 


WEB  POLL 

What  FFA  alumnus 
would  you  most  like 
to  read  about  in 
FFA  New  Horizons? 

Toby  Keith:  74% 
Jimmy  Carter:  10% 
Matthew  Fox:  7% 
Bo  Jackson:  B% 
Sam  Brownback:  1% 

Source:  230  FFA 
members  polled  at 
ffanewhorizons.org. 

For  more  FFA  polls, 
click  on  ►Fun  Stuff. 
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AN  ASPIRING  VETERINARIAN 

I  wish  that  I  could  write  to 
Daniel  [Daniel  Richards,  our  cover 
story  from  April  ^007].  I  loved  what 
he  had  to  say  about  his  ranch  and 
how  he  wants  to  be  a  large  animal 
veterinarian  someday.  I'm  almost 
15  years  old,  and  I  would  like  to  be 
a  vet  or  a  nurse  someday  myself. 

Danielle  Law 
Browns  Valley,  CallF. 

Editor's  note:  We  can't  give  out 
Daniel's  contact  information,  but  we 
are  happy  to  point  you  in  the  direction 
of  more  veterinary  medicine  career 
resources.  Check  out  the  American 
Veterinary  Medical  Association's  website 
at  www.avma.org  and  click  on  Careers. 

A  HISTORY  LESSON 

I  think  this  magazine  is  great. 
Whoever  came  up  with  the  idea 
to  make  a  magazine  featuring  us 
(namely  the  FFA|  was  a  complete 
genius.  I  think  what  you 
guys  are  doing  is  awesome! 

Brittany  A.  Stallcup 
Houston,  Mo. 

Editor's  note:  Thanks  Brittany! 
Did  you  know  that  the  first  national 
FFA  magazine  {then  known  as  The 
National  Future  Farmer/  was  published 
in  13SE?  To  see  what  some  of  the 
early  magazines  looked  like,  visit 
ffanewhorizons.org  and  click  on 
Fun  Stuff 

VIRTUAL  VIEWING 

The  new  virtual  magazine  at 
FFanewhorlzons.org  is  amazing! 
With  society  turning  to  better  ways 
of  communication,  it's  fantastic  how 


easily  we  can  look  at  the  magazine 
online.  I  can  sit  for  hours  on  the  computer 
looking  at  "online  magazines"  versus  a 
few  minutes  looking  at  the  hard  copies. 
The  virtual  magazine  looks  great! 

Mary  Jean  Hall 
Covington,  Tenn. 

FIRST-TIME  FAN 

I  just  received  my  first  issue 
of  FFA  New  Horizons.  It  is  a  great 
publication  because  it  is  very 
informative  and  there  is  something 
for  everyone.  The  FFA  New  Horizons 
website  is  also  user-friendly. 

Joshua  Berry 
Scottsburg,  Ind. 

Contact  Us: 

We  want  to  know  what  you  think. 
VisitfFanewhorizons.org  and 
click  on  ►Tell  Us  to  submit  your 
letters.  Or,  write  to  us  at 
FFA  New  Horizons,  P.O.  Box  68960, 
Indianapolis,  IN  45268.  Letters  may 
be  edited  for  length  and  clarity. 
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An  estimated  one- 
third  of  the  world's 
food  is  provided 
hy  honeybee 
pollination.  These 
pollinators  help 
produce  many 
of  our  fruits 
and  vegetables 
and  alfalfa  for 
our  livestock. 


Livestock  Safety 


siapervrsed  agriculTural  ejcpenence  [bA 
If  you  do,  then  you  know  how  important 
it  is  to  protect  your  animals  from  deadly 
diseases.  Leam  about  these  and  other 
issues  through  the  National  Animal 
Identification  System  (NAIS). 

The  National  FFA  Organization  has 
teamed  up  with  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  to  help  inform  FFA  members 
on  NAIS  and  to  promote  the  program's 
first  component,  voluntary  premises 
registration  nationwide.  So  far,  more 
than  394,000  premises  have  been 
registered  in  this^MB^^^m.  To  learn 
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Just  Joking 

What  part  of  the  fish  is  the  heaviest? 

Its  scales. 

Dan  Andrews,  Wauneta-Palisade  FFA,  Neb. 


What  tool  is  best  for  dealing 
with  bad  situations? 

The  coping  saw. 

Justin  Newman,  Concord  FFA,  Ark. 

What  is  the  biggest  use  for  cowhide? 

To  cover  the  cow. 

Bailey  Hartway,  Medina  FFA,  NY. 

What  do  cows  like  to  do  for  fun? 

Go  to  the  "moo-vies." 

Pang  Zang  Lee, 
Plainview  Rover  FFA,  Ark. 
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STUDenTS  prom  w.b.  sauL  hiijh  school  op  AqncuLTuraL  sciences  in  pHiLaoeLpHia  receniLY  pariicipaTeci 
in  Disnev's  youth  EoucaiionaL  proqrams  at  tne  wblt  oisnev  wdpld  Resort  in  orLanoo,  FLa.  rne  qroup 
Of^  smaLL  animaL/veTennarY  lecHnoLoqY  majors  Learneo  asouT  animaL  ano  marine  bioloqy  careers. 


Salsa  Into  Scholarships 

When  Kim  Sandoval's  oldest  son,  Chandler,  was  a  senior  at  Hugoton  High  School 
in  Hugoton.  Kan.,  he  made  his  mother  promise  to  have  her  delicious  homemade  salsa 
in  stores  by  the  time  he  was  in  college. 

Sadly,  the  family  lost  Chandler  in  a  car  accident  a  week  before  he  was  supposed 
to  go  to  college.  But  Kim  kept  her  promise  to  him,  turning  what  started  as  a  fundraising 
opportunity  for  FFA  members  and  other  school  organizations  into  a  business  venture 
that  now  reaches  across  the  country. 

Her  big  break  came  on  Aug.  8,  2DDB,  when  Ball's  Foods  put  her  product,  KC's  Cippi  Salsa, 
in  more  than  4D  stores  in  the  Kansas  City  area. 

Unlike  most  salsas,  which  contain  vinegar,  KC's  Cippi 
Salsa  is  flavored  with  fresh  fruit  juice.  What's  more, 
a  portion  of  all  the  proceeds  go  toward  local  FFA 
and  4-H  scholarships  set  up  in  Chandler's  name. 

-  Jessy  Yancey 


YOURTURN 

Keep  us  inFormedi 
This  is  your  chance  to 
be  a  part  oFFF/1  New 
Horizons.  Send  us  a 
short  article  about 
your  latest  chapter 
activities,  awards 
you've  received  or 
even  your  involvement 
outside  FFA. 

Be  sure  to  include 
a  high-quality  color 
photo  and  your 
contact  inFormation. 

Want  an  easy  way  to 
send  your  story?  Visit 
FFanewhorizons.org 
and  click  on^Tell  Us. 

Or,  send  to: 

FFA  New  Horizons 

P.O.  Box689G0 

Indianapolis.  1N462B8 

newhorizons@FFa.org 
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Click  on  State  Scoop  For  more  information  about 
KC's  Cippi  Salsa  and  the  scholarship  program. 
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FFA  Faces 


MerriBers  in  acTion 


Win  a  Chevrolet  T-Shirt 

Chevrolet,  the  sponsor  oF  FFA  Faces,  will  award 
a  T-shirtto  Featured  members.  Nominate 
yourselFor  a  Fellow  FFA  member  by  sending 
us  the  Following  details  about  the  nominee: 
name,  grade,  address,  FFA  and  academic 
achievements,  interests  and  extracurricular 
activities.  To  be  considered,  submissions 
must  include  a  high-quality  color  photo. 
Send  to: 

FFA  New  Horizons 

P.D.  Box  689BQ,  Indianapolis,  IN  4Ea68 
Or  e-mail  to  newhorizonsilFfa.org 


This  high  school  senior  joined  FFA  For  its  leadership  opportunities. 
Hannah  was  a  member  oF  her  chapter's  knowledge  team,  which 
placed  First  at  the  American  Royal  Livestock  Show.  She  served  as 
chapter  secretary  and  was  selected  as  her  chapter's  most  active 
member  in  2006.  Hannah  plans  to  attend  Missouri  University 
and  major  in  physical  therapy. 


Zachary,  a  high  school  sophomore,  placed  third  in  the  state  creed 
speaking  career  development  event  ICDE),  He  is  active  in  poultry 
judging,  landscaping  and  homestead  improvement.  Zachary  is 
also  undefeated  in  the  county  hog-calling  competition.  He  plans 
to  use  his  FFA  experiences  to  pursue  a  career  in  agricultural 
communications  or  chemical  engineering. 


This  college  freshman  built  her  5AE  based  on  her  beekeeping 
operation.  Kaycee  received  a  state  bronze  award  for  her 
agricultural  processing  5AE  and  was  named  the  district  Star  in 
Agribusiness.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the  agricultural 
communications,  agricultural  issues,  and  mechanics  teams,  and 
\        has  served  as  both  chapter  sentinel  and  reporter. 


Jessica  Mcqown 

Triton  Central  FFA 


This  high  school  freshman  is  proud  to  be  an  FFA  member  because 
she  enjoys  communicating  with  others  who  share  her  passion 
For  agriculture,  Tristen  has  a  supervised  agricultural  experience 
program  (SAE|  in  landscaping  and  placed  Fifth  in  the  state  For 
her  ornamental  horticulture  proFiciency.  She  served  as  the 
vice  president  other  officer  team. 


Jessica,  a  college  sophomore,  uses  her  FFA  experiences  while 
pursuing  a  degree  in  mechanical  engineering.  In  high  school, 
Jessica  placed  third  in  the  engineering  category  at  the  National 
Agriscience  Fair.  Shealso  placed  First  in  the  agri-entrepreneurship 
competition,  as  well  as  the  state  emerging  agricultural  technology 
V        and  agricultural  sales  proFiciency  award  program. 


Angela  MCKeever 

BiaSandvFFA 


A  member  For  two  years,  Colby  says  that  FFA  is  dlFFerent  From  any 
other  organization.  While  in  high  school,  Colby  participated  in 
public  speaking  and  the  Greenhand  convention.  His  landscaping 
5AE  was  recognized  when  he  received  an  award  For  the  top  SAE 
book  in  his  chapter.  Colby  will  use  the  skills  he  gained  as  he 
\        majors  in  business  at  Missouri  Baptist  University. 


A  college  Freshman,  Angela  developed  an  interest  in  her  crop 
production  SAE  while  growing  up  on  her  family's  small  wheat  farm. 
Angela  has  competed  in  the  agronomy  and  livestock  judging  CDEs 
and  was  the  top  salesperson  for  her  chapter's  Fruit  sale.  Angela 
was  a  chapter  oFFicer  For  three  years  and  now  attends  Carroll 
\       College,  pursuing  a  degree  in  the  medical  Field. 


-  Andrea  Bloom 
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Your  high  school  graduation 
day  may  seem  a  long  way 
off,  but  it'll  be  here  before 
you  know  it. 

With  that  in  mind,  it's  time 
to  start  getting  ready  for  college. 
Not  just  thinking  about  it,  but  doing 
some  common-sense  things  to  make 
yourself  as  ready  as  you  can 
possibly  be. 

Even  if  you  have  several  years 
to  go  until  you  become  a  senior, 
there's  plenty  you  can  do  right 
now  to  prepare  yourself  for  your 
education  after  high  school. 
And  if  your  graduation  day  is 
looming  in  the  next  year  or  two, 
there's  definitely  no  time  to  waste. 

"One  of  the  issues  students  and 
families  frequently  misunderstand 
is  the  importance  of  high  school  - 
the  courses  students  take  and  their 


performance  in  high  school," 
says  Jack  Joyce,  director  of  college 
planning  services  for  The  College 
Board,  which  administers  the  SAT 
test.  "It's  important  for  students 
to  begin,  at  least  by  middle  school, 
to  think  how  they  can  effectively 
use  high  school  to  position 
themselves  for  college  opportunities." 

Here's  a  timeline  of  tips  to  keep 
you  on  track  wherever  you  are  in  your 
quest  for  a  great  college  education. 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

Work  to  develop  good  study 
habits.  Knowing  how  to  study  will 
set  the  stage  for  your  high  school 
years,  so  get  a  solid  start  now. 

Find  out  what  interests  you. 
Try  different  activities  -  sports, 
band,  choir,  theater  -  and  see 
what  you  like  best. 


parTiciparion  in  ExiracurricuLar  acTiviTies  LiKe  spons  shows  THar  coLLege 
appLicariTs  are  weLL-rounoeD  ano  Have  numerous  inieresTS. 


Start  thinking  about  what  kind 
of  career  path  you'd  like  to  follow, 
and  find  out  what  kind  of  education 
is  required. 

Start  saving  for  college.  It's  not 
too  early!  Even  putting  away  just 
a  few  dollars  a  week  will  grow  over 
time.  Ask  your  family  to  check  out 
a  Section  529  college  savings  plan 
or  a  prepaid  tuition  plan,  which  are 
offered  by  most  states. 

FRESHMAN  YEAR 

Meet  with  your  counselor  to 
discuss  your  high  school  schedule 
and  college  plans.  Make  sure  you're 
enrolled  in  challenging  classes  that 
will  help  you  prepare  for  college. 

Get  involved  with  extracurricular 
activities.  Colleges  want  to  see  that 
you've  been  involved  in  clubs,  sports 
teams,  music  groups,  journalism  or 
other  activities.  It  shows  that  you're 
well-rounded  and  that  you  know  how 
to  manage  your  time  wisely. 

Start  thinking  about  which 
colleges  you  might  be  interested  in 
attending,  and  see  which  courses  and 
tests  are  required  at  those  schools. 

Talk  to  your  counselor  or 

teachers  about  taking  the  ACT  or 

I  SAT  test,  the  national  standardized 
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DevELopinq  qooD  study  HasiTB  in  HiqH  school  will  Heup  prepare  you  porTHe  more  loosely  STrucTureu  CDLLeqe  courseworK. 


tests  used  for  college  admission 
and  placement. 

Look  for  a  great  summer 
opportunity  -  a  job,  internship  or 
volunteer  position  -  especially  one 
in  a  career  field  that  interests  you. 


SOPHOMORE  YEAR 

Take  the  PSAT  |pre-SAT]  or 
PLAN  Ipre-ACT]  in  the  fall.  These 
are  practice  tests  for  the  national 
standardized  SAT  and  ACT  tests, 
which  are  used  for  college  admission 
and  placement. 

Talk  to  your  counselor  or 
teachers  about  taking  SAT  Subject 
Tests  in  your  strong  subjects  this 
spring  while  the  material  is  still 
fresh  in  your  mind. 

Learn  about  college  costs  and 
how  financial  aid  works.  A  good 
place  to  start  is  w  vj  w.iin.aiu.org, 
a  comprehensive,  objective  and  free 
site  for  financial  aid  information, 
advice  and  tools. 

Use  a  college  savings  calculator 
(check  out  v.^.v-u^.f  inaid.org/calculators) 
to  see  how  much  money  you'll  need 


for  college,  whether  you're  on  track 
to  save  enough,  and  what  you  need 
to  do  to  reach  your  goal.  Talk  to  your 
parents  about  financing  college. 

Sign  up  for  college  prep  classes, 
such  as  Advanced  Placement 
classes,  if  possible.  Take  as 
challenging  a  course  schedule 
as  you  can  handle. 

JUNIOR  YEAR 

Sign  up  early  to  take  the 
PSAT  test  in  October.  This  is 
the  qualifying  exam  for  National 
Merit  Scholarships,  and  it's  good 
practice  for  the  SAT. 

Register  for  and  take  the  SAT 
or  the  ACT  in  the  spring.  Find  out 
which  tests  are  required  by  the 
colleges  you're  considering.  Use  free 
test  preparation  resources  available  I 
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online  and  in  books.  The  SAT  and 
ACT  websites  (www.coUegeboard. 
cDm/testing  and  www.act.org) 
offer  free  practice  tests,  as  do 
websites  that  focus  on  college 
entrance  exam  test  preparation. 

Make  lists  of  your  abilities, 
preferences  and  personal  qualities. 
List  things  you  may  want  to 
study  and  do  in  college. 

Talk  to  your  counselor  about 
your  college  plans  and  attend 
college  night  and  financial  aid 
night  at  your  school. 

Start  visiting  colleges  -  large, 
small,  public  and  private.  Get  a  feel 
for  what  you  want,  and  develop  a  list 
of  15-20  colleges  that  interest  you. 

Request  applications  from 
colleges  you're  seriously 
considering.  Check  important 
dates  on  the  applications. 

SENIOR  YEAR 

Narrow  your  list  of  colleges 
to  between  five  and  ID  schools. 
Get  an  application  and  financial 
aid  information  from  each, 
and  visit  as  many  as  possible. 

Write  application  essays  and 
ask  teachers,  parents  and  friends 
to  read  first  drafts.  Do  this  early 
in  the  fall  so  you'll  have  plenty 
of  time  to  work  on  them. 

Look  for  scholarships. 
Use  online  resources  such  as 
www.finaid.org  or  the  scholarship 
search  at  www.collegeboard.coin, 
review  scholarship  books,  or  ask 
your  counselor  about  local  and 
state  funding  for  college. 

Keep  your  grades  up.  Your 
senior  year  schedule  and  grades  will 
be  important  in  college  admission 
decisions  -  and  scholarships. 

Make  a  master  calendar 


that  includes  test  dates,  fees  and 
deadlines;  college  application 
due  dates;  required  financial  aid 
applications  and  their  deadlines; 
recommendation  letters,  transcripts 
and  other  materials  needed;  and 
your  high  school's  deadlines  for 
application  requests,  such  as 
your  transcript. 

Complete  and  mail  college  and 
scholarship  applications,  paying 
close  attention  to  deadlines.  Be  aware 
of  special  admission  options  such 
as  "early  decision"  and  "early  action." 
Most  regular  college  applications  are 
due  between  January  1  and  February 
15.  Keep  copies  of  everything  you 
send  to  colleges. 


Contact  colleges  to  make  sure 
they've  received  all  your 
application  materials. 

Submit  your  FAFSA  -  the 
official  application  used  to  apply 
for  federal  financial  aid  -  as 
soon  after  January  1  as  possible. 
Men  18  or  older  must  register  for 
the  selective  service  to  receive 
federal  financial  aid.  Submit  any 
other  financial  aid  forms  required 
by  the  colleges. 

Congratulations!  Once  you've 
been  accepted  to  your  college, 
send  your  enrollment  deposit 
by  the  National  Candidate 
Reply  Date  of  May  1,  or  by  the 
date  specified  by  your  college. 


^^■one  Of  THe  issues  STuaenrs  ana  FarniLies  prequeniLY 
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"  OHIO  STare  arum  major  STeWan  KITCHEn 
marcHPS  TowarD  the  American  ffa  Degree 


^  fFanewHorizons.orq 

ATOUGHjOB 

Serving  as  drum  major 
is  more  tlian  just 
leading  the  band  onto 
the  field.  Stewart 
works  daily  to  perfect 
his  moves,  maintain 
his  physical  shape  and 
increase  his  flexibility. 

He  also  explains  that 
the  drum  major  is  often 
required  to  be  the 
band's  dynamic  leader- 
a  role  that  Stew  feels 
comfortable  in  because 
of  his  FFA  experiences. 

To  learn  more  about 
Stewart,  visit 
Ffanewhorizons.org 
and  click  on  ►Features. 


You  could  call  it  "The  Catch."  It  was 
May  2DDB,  and  Stewart  Kitchen, 
a  freshman  member  of  the  marching 
band  at  The  Ohio  State  University,  was  trying 
out  for  the  coveted  position  of  drum  major. 

Now,  in  case  you  were  wondering, 
drum  majoring  at  Ohio  State  is  no  small 
feat.  When  leading  the  band  into  Ohio 
Stadium,  drum  majors  carry  years  of 
tradition  on  their  shoulders.  They  strut, 
at  the  helm,  baton  in  the  air,  before 
thousands  of  screaming  fans,  thus  setting 
the  tone  for  the  Buckeyes  football  team, 
win  or  lose. 

So  back  to  those  tryouts. 

Paul  Heilman,  Stew's  agricultural 
education  teacher  from  nearby  Kenton 
High  School,  where  he  graduated  in  2DD5, 
was  there.  So  were  his  biggest  supporters, 
including  friends,  family  and  former 
hand  mates  from  high  school. 

"For  me,"  recalls  Heilman,  "the  most 
memorable  part  of  the  tryout  was  a  mistake 
he  made  on  one  of  his  high  tosses.  The  throw 
went  way  too  far  forward  in  the  air." 

It  was  Stew's  last  toss  of  the  day,  and 
the  pressure  was  on.  But  Stew,  an  athlete 
all  his  life,  knew  exactly  what  to  do. 

"He  took  off  on  a  dead  run  right  at 
the  sideline  nearest  the  judges  and  the 
audience,"  says  Heilman.  "Then  he  slid 
to  his  knees  and  made  the  catch." 

Finally,  to  put  his  stamp  on  what  by 


all  accounts  was  a  stunning  performance, 
he  struck  a  pose.  People  went  wild. 

"I  was  hoping  it  made  something  of 
an  impression,"  says  Stew.  "And  if  it  didn't, 
then  maybe  it  would  at  least  show  I  could 
turn  a  mistake  into  something  worthwhile." 

HIGH  STEPS 

Worthwhile  indeed.  With  that  brilliant 
catch.  Stew,  now  a  sophomore  on  full 
scholarship,  beat  out  two  fifth-year  seniors 
and  earned  his  place  as  drum  major  for  the 
2006  season  -  a  season  that  concluded  last 
January  when  the  Buckeyes  faced  the 
University  of  Florida  in  the  NCAA 
championship  game.  In  that  showdown, 
on  national  television.  Stew,  stepping  as 
high  and  strong  as  ever,  marched  the 
OSU  band  around  the  field  to  spell  "0-H-l-D" 
in  human  script.  The  experience,  he  says, 
was  amazing. 

"Like  running  through  water,"  he  says. 
"That's  the  only  way  to  describe  it.  One 
hundred  five  thousand  people  going  nuts." 

In  the  event  that  you  missed  it,  DSU  lost 
that  day.  But  overnight.  Stew  -  at  least  in 
some  circles  -  became  famous.  Of  course,  like 
any  great  entertainer,  he's  humble  about  it. 

"If  you  told  me  five  years  ago  that  I'd 
be  throwing  a  baton  in  front  of  thousands 
of  people,  I  would  have  laughed  at  you,"  Stew 
says.  "But  I  grew  up  a  Buckeyes  fan.  My  mom 
went  here,  my  grandfather  went  here.  The 
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family  joke  is  that  I  knew  the  Ohio 
State  fight  song  before  I  knew  my 
ABCs.  And  my  favorite  part  of  the 
game  has  always  been  watching 
the  drum  major  strut  out  onto 
the  field.  I  guess  it  kind  of  clicked 
with  me  one  day  and  that  was  it." 

OFF  THE  FIELD 

Perhaps  not  surprisingly,  Stew's 
talents  don't  end  on  the  field.  Raised 
on  a  farm,  he  learned  horsemanship 
skills  and  dairy  cattle  management 
from  his  father  and  grandfather. 
As  a  teenager,  he  joined  FFA  and 
was  good  enough  with  animals  to 
win  several  showmanship  titles. 
He  also  had  a  knack  for  leadership 
in  his  own  understated  way. 

"1  was  active  in  a  lot  of  things 
in  high  school,"  says  Stew,  "but  I 
was  never  an  officer  or  anything 


like  that.  1  picked  up  basic  leadership 
skills  through  training  seminars, 
by  talking  with  state  officers,  those 
kinds  of  things.  Then  1  just  tried 
to  get  involved  as  much  as  1  could. 
1  led  tours  for  elementary  school  kids 
at  the  county  fair,  went  to  schools 
and  talked  to  kids  about  agriculture." 

Those  experiences,  says  Stew, 
have  proved  useful  when  it  comes 
to  drum  majoring.  It's  complicated 
enough,  he  says,  just  performing 
the  acrobatic  moves  he's  expected  to 
execute  flawlessly.  Throw  in  his  jobs 
as  spark  plug,  motivator  and  team 
leader,  and  the  task  is  monumental. 

"For  me,  there's  nothing  harder 
than  trying  to  lead  a  bunch  of 
people  my  same  age  that  go  to  school 
with  me,"  he  says.  "It's  incredible." 

During  his  senior  year  in  high 
school.  Stew  earned  his  State  FFA 


Degree.  Now,  as  an  animal  science 
major  with  a  profitable  dairy  cattle 
business  on  the  side,  his  sights  are 
on  something  even  bigger:  receiving 
the  American  FFA  Degree  in  Dctaber. 
Working  with  animals  is  something 
Stew  hopes  to  always  do.  His  future, 
he  says,  will  be  in  agriculture. 
In  exactly  what  way,  he's  not 
yet  sure. 

Until  then,  says  Stew,  his  days 
at  DSU  will  include  more  drum 
majoring.  He  will  take  the  field  this 
autumn,  as  Stew  was  again  chosen 
as  the  head  drum  major  for  the  2DD7 
season.  Tryouts  are  an  annual  event, 
though,  so  nothing  is  certain.  Still, 
you'd  be  unwise  to  bet  against  him, 
as  big  catches  and  eye-opening 
performances  are  the  things  that 
make  him  tick.  "We'll  see,"  says  Stew. 
"We'll  see." 
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Indiana  FFA  News   •  July/August  2007 


THERE'S  NO 
^TTER  TIME! 


Come  join  over  one  hundred  fifty  FFA  members  from  across  tine  state  tear  down 
and  build  up,  design  and  paint,  and  iiave  an  absolute  blast  preparing  the 
Indiana  FFA  Pavilion  for  the  151st  Great  Indiana  State  Fair!  Join  us  on  the  Final 
Saturday  of  the  Fair  for  FFA  Day  at  the  FFA  Pavilion.  There  will  be  free  food, 
games,  prizes,  and  a  lot  more!  Come  and  spend  time  with  the  newly  elected 
Indiana  FFA  State  Officer  Team  as  they  guide  the  set-up  of  the  FFA  pavilion!  Use 
your  talents  to  help  bring  to  our  building  to  life  for  over  300,000  visitors  to  enjoy! 


Calendar  of  Events 
July 

10-12  Summer  Challenge 

12  State  Sales  and  Food 

Science  CDE-Heritage  HS 

12-13  State  Executive  Mtg. 

30-31   State  Fair  Workdays 

August 

1-7  State  Fair  Workdays 

8-19  Indiana  State  Fair 

District  Exhibit  Days 
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The  PremierLeadershipTraining  Conference  will 
be  held  at  the  Indiana  FFA  Leadership  Center. 
This  conference  is  available  to  all  District  and 
Chorus  officer  teams.  It  is  a  chance  for  teams  to 
get  to  know  each  other  as  they  work  to  set  their 
goals  for  the  year.  They  will  also  be  informed  of 
their  responsibilities  during  their  year  of  service, 
while  they  work  with  the  State  Officers  to  plan 
their  successful  district  kick-offs.  The  Indiana 
FFA  looks  forward  to  seeing  all  of  its  top  leaders 
on  September  8-9. 


INDIANA  FFA  ■  C 


elch,  a  junior  at  Switzerland 
County  High  School,  joined  FFA 
three  years  ago,  contiauing  a  family 
tradition.  Daniel's  original  interest  in  FFA 
came  from  his  family,  with  almost  every 
member  being  a  part  of  FFA.  After  joining, 
he  realized  that  he  really  wanted  to  be  a 


member  in  the  FFA  to  make  a  difference  in 
his  community  and  help  others.  Seeing  others 
in  his  chapter  succeed,  Daniel  is  able  to  work 
harder  for  his  goals,  based  off  of  the  success 
they  have  experienced.  Overall,  his  favorite 
part  of  FFA  is  that  he  is  able  to  participate  in 
all  of  the  chapter  activities,  such  as  Supervised 
Agriculture  Experiences,  and  attend  the 
National  FFA  Convention  for  the  past  three 
years. 

Seeing  an  old  tractor  on  the  side  of  the 
road,  many  people  may  just  pass  on  by  and 
see  it  as  junk.  But  to  Daniel,  an 
old  tractor  has  created  a  very 
interesting  SAE  project.  He  has 
an  antique  tractor  that  he  uses  to 
compete  in  local  tractor  pulls.  He 
purchased  his  Oliver  88  tractor 
over  two  summers  ago  and  has 
been  entering  as  many  antique 
tractor  pulls  that  he  can.  Daniel 
is  usually  able  to  spend  around 
six  hours  a  week  working  on  his 
tractor,  plus  the  time  he  spends 


_^_^  By  Rob  Hays 

at  the  tractor  pulls.  Most  of  this  time  is  spent 
doing  general  maintenance  and  preparing  the 
tractor  for  the  pull.  Luckily  though,  the  pulls 
do  not  have  that  much  wear  and  tear  on  the 
tractor  itself  "The  rush  of  winning  is  what 
makes  me  want  to  continue  this  SAE.  I  am  a 
very  competitive  person,  and  this  just  drives 
that  within  me,"  stated  Daniel.  Most  of  all, 
the  favorite  part  of  his  SAE  is  being  able  to 
spend  time  with  his  friends  and  his  brother  at 
the  different  tractor  pulls. 

Currently  Daniel  is  serving  as  the 
Switzerland  Coxmty  FFA  Vice  President  and 
participates  in  multiple  chapter  activities. 
Some  of  his  favorite  activities  are  the 
Homeless  Project,  Angel  Tree  Project,  Ag 
Day  Breakfast,  and  many  interactive  activities 
with  the  Farm  Biu-eau.  While  keeping  up  with 
all  of  his  FFA  activities,  Daniel  also  is  in 
FCA,  4-H,  Pep  Club,  basketball,  golf,  and  is 
a  class  officer.  He  also  enjoys  hunting,  riding 
4-wheelers,  playing  sports,  and  attending 
Cinciimati  Bengals  football  games. 

Daniel  Welch  is  proud  of  his  family  farm 
in  Switzerland  Coimty  and  knows  he  will 
always  remember  it.  As  Daniel  goes  into  his 
senior  year,  he  plans  to  move  forward  with  his 
unique  SAE  project  and  continue  to  get  use 
out  of  something  many  would  have  thrown 
away  and  carry  on  "pulling"  for  success. 
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ggpted  in  32  acres  in  Logansport, 
ith  its  sister  company,  Indiana 
Ifon,  this  FF  A  partner  has  pursued 
in  its  business  while  rewarding 
in  the  FFA.  Employing  around 
150  Floosiers  and  manufacturing  and  selling 
kiln  dried  hardwood  lumber,  this  partner  is, 
"Always  willing  to  support  any  individual  or 
organization  with  core  values  exhibited  by  the 
FFA,"  according  to  Mr.  John  Land,  CFO  of 
Cole  Hardwood,  Inc. 

Schafer  Hardwoods,  founded  in  1913, 
was  purchased  and  renamed  Cole  Hardwood, 
Inc.  by  company  President  Milt  Cole  in  1 986. 
This  company  uses  their  fleet  of  semis,  a  rail 
spur,  and  comm on  QaiTJers  to  ship  goods  both 
in  Indiana  and 
throughout  the  1 
country.  Cole 
Hardwood,  Inc. 
is  currently  l 

one       of       the 
largest    one-site  > 
inventories       in 
the       Midwest. 

Consistently       " a^m^^am 

pursuing  quality  is  one  of  the  key  factors  they 
contribute  to  their  continued  success. 

Since  it's  acquisition  by  Cole,  this 
company  has  firmly  dedicated  its  clTorls  in 
pursuing  excellence  through  foundational 
principles.  Land  stated,  "Our  mission  is  to 
provide  the  highest  quality  product  to  our 
customers  while  maintaining  the  best  business 
ethics  and  attitude  to  support  our  employees, 
vendors,  community,  state  and  country." 
Their  mission  emanates  their  williniiness  to 


;>'  Tyler  1 

continue  the  pursuit  of  not  only  their  own 
ethics  and  values,  but  at  supporting  others' 
pursuit  of  these  goals  as  well. 

What  makes  any  ordinary  business  into  a 
successful,  quality-driven  one?  "It  starts  with 
the  proper  attitude  and  business  philosopliy," 
stated  Land.  "Treat  all  employees,  xendors 
and  customers  with  respect  and  stand  behind 
the  product  100%.  The  key  in  any  business 
or  employee  relationship  is  for  both  sides  to 
'win'." 

From  CheiTy  to  Ash,  and  from  White 
Oak  to  Walnut,  this  agricultural  business 
has  found  it's  way  to  the  top  and  has  given 
back  much  to  the  community  along  the  way. 
"Cole  Hardwood  supports  FFA  because  it  and 

its        members 

represent    what 

always 


^^Our  mission  is  to  provide  the 

highest  quality  product  to  our 

customers  whiie  maintaining 
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responsibility  and 
and  striving  to  b- 
embracing   techsioloiucal 
Land. 

Continuiii-  rlic  tradition  of  service,  this 
partner's  pir.i.s  are  all  based  upon  helping 
everyone.  ' '  )ur  fiiture  plans  are  to  continue 
with  our  mission  and  grow  Indiana  Dimension 
as  v,'eri  as  our  shareholders'  farming 
operations,"  says  Land.  What  "wood"  we  do 
without  this  vital  sponsor'.;* 


Cole  Hardwoodi  ihc 


Chapter.  Fdndrai^ing  Idea^ 


By  Kim  Hoeing 


North  Decatur  ^eils  Citrus 


While  many  FFA  chapters  across  the  state  participate  in  this  ever-popular  fundraiser  throughout 
the  months  of  November  and  December,  one  Indiana  FFA  chapter  has  remained  on  top  of  the 
competition  by  selling  as  many  as  3,600  cases  of  fruit  each  year  and  leading  the  state  in  citrus  sales 
for  33  years.  The  North  Decatur  FFA  has  achieved  this  feat  by  have  a  strong  customer  base  and  great 

member  participation.   Advisor  Mr.  Scott  Johnson  says,  "Our 

students  simply  do  an  outstanding  job  of  selling.   Part  of  it  is 

I  due  to  always  providing  a  quality  product  and  excellent  service. 

I  Our  community  looks  forward  to  our  sales  begiiming.  In  fact, 

I I  usually  start  getting  calls  here  at  school  as  early  as  September 
i  asking  when  we  will  begin!" 


j  Donning  chapter  t-shirts  that  say  "Got  Oranges?"  it  is  evident 

i  these     North     Decatur    FFA 

[members  are  truly  committed 

[to  raising  sufficient  funds  for 
their  chapter.  What  does  all 
of  the  money  raised  by  citrus 
sales  help  fund?  Nearly  all 
trips  taken  by  the  chapter  are  free  to  members,  and  fruit  sale  profits 
cover  the  cost  of  chapter  banquet,  making  it  free  for  all  who  attend. 
Students  are  also  given  an  incentive  to  sell  by  qualifying  for  a  day  at 
the  National  Farm  Machinery  Show  in  Louisville.  Members  who  sell 
30  boxes  qualify  for  the  trip.  Members  get  to  go  to  the  tractor  pull 
and  a  meal  as  well  free  of  charge.  Senior  Keith  Brown  exemplifies 
the  North  Decatur  FFA's  philosophy  toward  fundraising  and  citrus  sales  when  he  jokingly  responded, 
"If  you're  not  first,  you're  last!  We  enjoy  the  tradition  that  we  have  established  here  and  I  hope  the 
underclassmen  can  continue  the  tradition  after  we  graduate  this  year." 


Jay  County  ^ews  Members 


Members  of  the  Jay  County  FFA  take  the 
meaning  of  "work  auction"  to  a  new  level 
through  their  fundraising  efforts.  Over  ten  years 
of  the  activity's  existence,  members  have  raised 
over  $425,000  by  auctioning  off  eight  hours 
of  labor  in  exchange  for  the  amount  bid  by  the 
buyer.  Over  350  different  businesses  and  families 
donate  annually.  With  such  a  high  success  rate, 
a  member  work  auction  is  the  only  Jay  County 
FFA  fundraiser  needed  to  support  the  chapter's 
activities.  "It  takes  a  coordinated  effort  and  the 
dedication  of  the  entire  community  to  be  successful 
at  raising  money,"  says  senior  Dustin  Snyder. 


Chapter  advisor  Mr.  Matt  Schwartz  added,  "This 
year  we  raised  $30,537  in  less  than  two  hours. 
This  money  has  allowed  us  to  provide  $2000 
scholarship  payable  over  four  years  to  as  many 
as  six  students  a  year.  Our  FFA  Scholarship 
endowment  is  over  $110,000.  The  balance  of 
money  has  successfully  been  invested  into  a 
new  $300,000  Hi-tech  greenhouse.  The  money 
also  funds  numerous  leadership  and  community 
activities  every  year."  Giving  FFA  members  such 
opportunities  is  a  great  trade-off  for  only  eight 
hours  of  labor  each  year! 
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Next  Issue's  Spotlight  Question 


What  is  your  favorite  characteristic  of  your 
FFA  Advisor? 

E-mail  your  answer  to  ffastuclentspotlight@yahoo.com 


INDIANA  FFA  -  G 


imparting  Knowledge,  Wisdom 
and  a  Passion  for  Agriculture 


i^^  A)t  many  agriculture 
£  ^^instructors  can  say 
M  M  that  they  have  seen 
the  National  FFA  Convention 
in  Kansas  City,  Louisville 
and  Indianapolis.  However, 
Mr.  Kevin  Haycox  has  taken 
students  to  conventions  in  all 
three  cities.  His  33  year  career 
teaching  agriculture  at  Jasper 
High  School  and  serving  as 
advisor  of  the  Jasper  FFA 
Chapter  has  enabled  him  to 
see  many  changes  in  the  FFA 
organization,  and  this  is  just 
one  of  several. 

Mr.  Haycox  was  raised  in 
Temple,  Indiana,  and  attended 
English  Sterling  High  School. 
Even  though  the  school  did 
not  have  an  agricultural 
program,  he  became  involved 
in  agriculture  through  working 
on  his  neighbor's  farm,  baling 
hay  and  working  in  tomato 
fields.  He  also  bottle  fed  a 
three  day  old  heifer  calf  and 
from  her,  developed  a  herd  of 
beef  cattle. 

After  graduating  from  high 
school ,  Haycox  attended  Purdue 
University  to  earn  his  degree  in 
agricultural  education.  Going 
into  Purdue,  he  knew  exactly 
what  he  wanted  to  do:  become 
an  agriculture  teacher.  "I 
had  a  passion  for  agriculture 
and  really  had  the  interest  in 
working  with  young  people," 
Haycox  asserts,  "and  it  was  a 


By  Elise  Brown 

good  match."  He  earned 
his  bachelor's  degree 
in  1974.  Soon  after, 
Jasper  High  School  hired 
Haycox.  Five  years  later, 
he  earned  his  master's 
degree  by  taking  night 
and  summer  classes  from 
Purdue. 

His  passion  for 
agriculture  is  shown 
as  he  leads  students  in 
class  activities  such  as 
studying  hydroponics  and 
incubating  chicks.  He 
also  enjoys  aquaculture. 
"We  have  two  tanks  in  the 
shop,"  Haycox  says.  "During 
the  second  semester,  we  send 
fish  home  with  students  to 
finish  raising  in  cages,  ponds 
or  lakes." 

Haycox  believes  that 
students  need  to  be  involved 
to  glean  the  most  from  their 
FFA  experience.  "They  don't 
have  to  be  a  winner  to  be  a 
winner.  It's  those  people  who 
get  involved  and  get  their  feet 
wet  [who]  can  figure  out  the 
things  that  they're  good  at 
and  find  out  what  areas  they 
want  to  specialize  in."  Jade 
Buffenbarger,  a  junior  in 
the  Jasper  FFA,  states,  "Mr. 
Haycox  supports  me  a  lot. 
He's  willing  to  help  me  with 
any  of  my  goals,  and  he  gives 
me  challenges.  He  gets  really 
involved  with  the  FFA  and 


tries  to  make  it  interesting." 

Haycox  also  strives 
to  become  involved  in  the 
community.  He  serves  on  the 
Dubois  and  Spencer  County 
Integra  Bank  Community 
Board  and  as  a  deacon  of 
Heritage  Hills  Baptist  Church. 
For  20  years,  he  also  served  on 
the  sheep  committee  for  the 
local  4-H  program.  He  and 
his  wife  Sheila  have  owned 
an  insurance  agency,  the 
Citizens  Insurance  Services  of 
Huntingburg,  Inc.,  since  1993. 
To  students  interested  in 
pursuing  a  career  in  agricultural 
education,  Haycox  asserts,  "It 
is  good  to  have  that  experience 
in  an  agriculture  class  and 
involvement  with  the  FFA  and 
a  passion  for  agriculture  and 
what  they  want  to  impart  to  the 
younger  generation." 
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earn.  Earning  to  Live, 
Living  to  Serve."  With 
twelve  memorable 
words,  the  FFA  motto  has  long 
impacted  the  lives  of  members. 
For  the  John  Glenn  FFA 
Chapter,  the  llnal  three  words 
are  most  taken  to  heart.  45 
members  strong  and  advised  by 
Mr.  Tim  McLochlin,  the  chapter 
is  "living  to  serve." 

The  chapter  was  chartered 
in  Walkerton,  in  1967  when 
Walkerton  and  Tyner  Schools 
consolidated.  Since  then,  only 
two  advisors  have  taught  at 
.lohn  Glenn:  Mr.  Verhaeghe, 
who  taught  there  for  nearly  40 
years,  and  Mr.  McLochlin,  who 
has  completed  his  first  year  of 
teaching  at  the  school.  There  are 
6 1 3  students  in  grades  9- 1 2  who 
come  from  four  surrounding 
counties:  St.  .loseph,  LaPorte, 
Marshall  and  Starke. 

Having       students       from 
several    different    areas    gives 
the  .lohn  Glenn  FFA  Chapter 
a  chance  to  impact  several 
communities.  2006  was 

the  inaugural  year  for 
the  Christmas  Crusade,  a 
clothing  drive  which  yielded  r- 
three  truckloads  of  clothing 
to  distribute  among  n 
families.  They  also  adop 
family  who  would  be  unabi_ 
have  their  own  Christmas.  H, 
collection  was  taken  up  in  the 
agriculture  classes,  and  gift 
cards  were  purchased  with  the 
money  raised.  Members  also  j — 
participate  in  a  consignment 


auction  with  Marshall  County 
schools,  in  which  old  equipment 
from  the  school  is  donated  to  be 
sold.  Proceeds  were  donated 
to  John  Glenn  High  School  for 
the  local  scholarship  program. 
The  chapter  hopes  to  begin  a 
scholarship  program  for  the  FFA 
in  the  future. 

The  chapter  keeps  in  touch 
with  the  community  and  informs 
them  about  their  activities 
by  sending  out  a  monthly 
newsletter.  Currently,  it  is  a 
collaborative  effort  between 
Mr.  McLochlin  and  the  chapter 
officers,  but  in  the  future,  Mr. 
McLochlin  hopes  that  the 
newsletter  will  be  a  project  that 
they  can  call  their  own.  John 
Glenn's  superintendent  helps 
with  their  efforts  by  taking  the 
newsletter  to  local  restaurants 
and  coffee  shops. 

Margaux  Tucker,  senior 
FFA  member,  sums  the  chapter's 
efforts  up  best.   "Our  chapter  is 


By  Eiise  Brown 

unique  because  of  the  connection 
we  have  together  because  we  are 
united  for  a  common  purpose, 
which  is  to  promote  agriculture 
in  the  community." 

Receiving  a  lot  of 
community  and  administration 
support  is  an  advantage  for  the 
chapter,  "i  think  our  program  is 
going  to  grow  exponentially," 
says  Mr.  Dan  Funston,  principal 
at  John  Glenn  High  School. 
"What  i  would  like  to  see  in  the 
agriculture  program  is  for  it  to 
attract  a  wide  variety  of  kids. 
We're  not  looking  at  our  FFA 
program  as  just  maintaining  the 
status  quo.  Mr.  McLochlin  has  a 
vision  that  he  wants  to  grow  that 
program,  and  increase  the  number 
of  kids  who  participate."  That 
vision  is  shared  by  the  members, 
and  through  the  efforts  of  the 
chapter,  community  and  other 
supporters,  the  John  Glenn  FFA 
Chapter  will  continue  to  "live  to 
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^■ppA    can    be    one    of 

H  the  most  important 
activities  in  which  you  can 
participate.  Enjoy  your  FFA 
days  and  participate  in  as  many 
activities  as  time  will  allow," 
states  Greg  Slipher,  former 
member  of  the  Rossville  FFA 
Chapter.  Now,  Livestock 
Development  Specialist  with 
the  Indiana  Farm  Bureau 
Incorporated  (IFB),  Slipher 
remains  connected  to  the 
agriculture  sector  through  work 
with  the  livestock  industry. 
He  partners  with  agricultural 
groups  on  local  advocacy  issues 
at  the  county  level  and  through 
representing  IFB  in  discussions 
with  other  commodity  groups  on 
policy  and  legislative  activities. 

"1  became  an  FFA  member 
as  a  freshman  in  1966  and 
enjoyed  being  with  other  kids  that 
had  an  interest  in  agriculture," 
said  Slipher.  "Ai  that  point 
in  my  life  all  I  ever  wanted 
to  do  was  farm."  Though  this 
Frankfort,  Indiana  native  isn't 
presently  a  full-time  production 
agriculturalist,  he  does  have  the 
background  for  the  job. 

Growing  up  on  a  700  acre 
farm  in  Clinton  County  as  an 
only  child,  Slipher  helped  to 
raise  com  and  soybeans,  assisted 
with  a  120  sow  farrow  to  finish 


operation,  and  fed  cattle  in 
his  adolescence.  He  farmed 
in  a  partnership  with  his 
father,  and  he  remembers 
his  Supervised  Agriculture 
Experience  Program 

dealing  with  ag  mechanics, 
windbreak  planting,  and 
crop  production. 

When  first  began  his 
professional  career,  Slipher 
accepted  the  Director  of 
Marketing  position  with 
the  Indiana  Institute  for 
Agriculture,  Food  & 
Nutrition,  became  Industry 
Services  Director  for  the 
Indiana  Pork  Producers 
Association,  and  was 
elected  Indiana  Young  Farmers 
Educational  Association 

President  and  National 
Chairman.  Slipher  is  also  a 
graduate  of  the  Indiana  Ag 
Leadership  Program's  first  class, 
chaired  the  Indiana  Leadership 
Association,  served  two  years 
on  the  National  Council  for 
Vocational  and  Technical 
Education  in  Agriculture  board 
of  directors,  and  is  a  life  member 
of  the  National  FFA  Alumni 
Association,  just  to  name  a 
few  of  his  past  and  current 
affiliations. 

Slipher  stated  after  being 
askedabouthisaccomplishments, 


By  Tyler  Tenbarge 

^'  •>->    ^B    ^i 

^^^^H^'i'Mfl 

3 

mm 

■i^ 

m^MM 

r 


rX'l   ll<'Sit<ltO  |4    &>Ot  4  lit  4 1  T(  III 
<  i  lill<  I  I  X4  IK'  «lll«l  llclX'  IICM 
VIM'liCIHI'S.  S<'>«''l  SU  l>  «i\Kiiiu 

aueUii  ii%«  ctialleiii»in6  the  \t4it11s  inn 


i 


« I  Irciriunfi  new  §kill$. 


mKm 


"Ask  as  many  questions  as  you 
can  imagine.  There  is  likely  a 
place  in  agriculture  for  you  if 
you  take  time  to  understand 
the  endless  possibilities  of 
opportunity  presented  by  today 's 
agriculture." 

Just  as  he  has  served  in 
numerous  positions  on  boards 
and  in  organizations,  Slipher 
encourages  all  those  interested 
in  the  agricultural  industry  to 
use  their  passion  for  agriculture 
and  FFA  involvement  to  catapult 
them  into  a  successfiil  career.  For 
those  seeking  success,  whether 
or  not  it  would  be  in  food, 
feed,  or  fiber,  Slipher  advises: 
"Never  hesitate  to  get  out  of 
your  comfort  zone  and  have  new 
experiences.  Never  stop  asking 
questions,  challenging  the  status 
quo  or  learning  new  skills,"  and 
"Be  an  advocate  and  support 
your  industry  -  whatever  it  ends 
up  being." 
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Hailing  from  the  Clinton  Central  FFA  Chapter,  the  Section  II 
[Star  in  Agribusiness  knows  just  how  hard  work  and  determination 
an  pay  off.  Clayton  has  a  partnership  with  his  older  brother  on  his 
upervised  agricultural  e?gfcrience  program.  Currently  they  own 
manage  a  20,000  ba^traw  and  10,000  bale  hay  operation, 
layton  oversee^^ati«*|||^  renting  the  necessary  fields  for  all 
f  the  production.  Hdpso  has  to  do  some  of  the  planting  when 
ecessary. 
Clayton  finds  school  and  community  members  to  help  out  with  bailing  and  stacking 
the  large  volume  of  the  operation.  This  allows  not  only  Clayton  and  his  brother  to  be  invol 
but  also  their  classmates  and  community  members.  Once  bailed  most  of  the^|i|Y  and  stra 
must  be  stored  for  the  winter.  This  requires  a  lot  of  bam  space  which  is  rented  oSixc' 
for  product.  Clayton  plans  on  attending  college  and  earning  a  degree  in  the  field  of  agr 
After  college,  his  interest  is  to  have  a%ill  time  job  while  maintaining  a  farm. 
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A  member  of  the  South  Decatur  FFA  Chapter,  the  Section 
IV  Star  Farmer,  knows  how  to  dream  and  strive  to  reach  those 
goals.  John  has  grown  up  around  agriculture  and  specifically  beef 
industry  his  whole  life,  in  fact;  he  is  the  7*  generation  of  Evans  to 
be  on  the  farm.  This  past  summer,  John  purchased  21  feeder  calves 
fi-om  his  father  and  pastured  them,  on  rented  ground.  He  resells 
them  to  his  father  to  be  finished  out. 

John  has  al^^  broken  into  the  show  cattle  industry,  through 
a  partnership  wM  his  sister  and  brother-in-law.  Through  this  partnership,  John,  raisi 
cattle  to  market  ror  premium  shows.  They  are  currently  upgrading  by  breeding  top-of-the-line 
cattlelolnarJflMliijil  business.  John  stays  abreast  with  new  technology  and  trends  of  the  show 
industry.  Tl^past  year  he  invested  on  building  a  "cool"  room  for  the  cattle  during  the  sunumer 
months.  As  John  moves  forward,  he  plans^  attend  Purdue  University  to  major  in  agrici^Rre 
with  a  focus  on  the  beef  industry. 


flNiteM 
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Star  in  Macemeni-Lmce^fmrnet 

The  Section  2  SmIh  Agricultural  Placement  fromtne  /^)^P 

PICentral  FFA  ChaptoMnderstands  how  to  balance  school  arvmrork. 
Lance's  family  hasHways  been  in  the  business  of  dairy  farming. 
Growing  up  he  hop^to  farm  like  his  father  and  grandfather 
someday. 

When  Lance  began  hf^supervised  agricultural  experience,  he  oversaw  one  milRmg  and 
oth^  herd  r^^PiWl^HPlidditional  responsibilities  include  feeding,  manure  management, 
and  replacJMrbedding.  Lance  is  also  involved  in  choosing  and  matching  breeding  stock  to 
maximiz^Krd  productivity.  Alongside  the  dairy  opei^ion.  Lance  assists  with  grain  and  hay 
operatioj^tance's  future  plans  include  returning  to  Wm  farm  after  receiving  his  degree  from 
the  Uni^sity  of  Northwestern  Ohio  in  Agribiiyie^^magement. 


tar  in  Agtiscience-Mjitthew  Wegmm 

V    Section  4  Star  in  Agriscience  from  the  Switzerlanc 

ounty  HJ^  Chapter  knows  how  to  take  a  class  project  tc 

e  next^vel.  Last  year  in  his  agricultural  class  students 

eveloped\proposal.  The  proposal  included  a  project  to  setup 

aqJpMnfe  lab.  Matthew  was  instrumental  in  the  research 

isions  included  in  the  proposal. 

atthew  had  a  strong  passion  for  this  project  and  became 

e  coordinator.  This  includes  over^200  tilapia  the  first  year 

owing  to  over  300  this  year.  Everyday,  Matthew  runs  tests 

lo  make  sure  the  fish  are  thriving.  He  tests  water  quajj^,  pH, 

nd  chemical  levels.  In  addition  he  feeds  the  fis^Rd  notes 

observations.  Matthew  changes  out  a  portion  of  the  water  daily  to  minimize  ch^^cal  levels 

as^ell  as  keeping  the 

The  Indiana  FFA  Organization  is  proud  to  honor  its 

top  supervised  agriculture  experiences.  Each  year 
students  compete  in  four  different  "Star  Award" 
categories.  The  categories  consist  of  Star  Farmer, 
Star  in  Agribusiness,  Star  in  Agricultural  Placement, 
and  Star  in  Agriscience.  This  year's  competition  was 
tough  and  these  four  individuals  came  out  on  top  and 
were  named  the  State  Stars  over  Indiana  at  the  78"" 
Indiana  FFA  State  Convention. 


r  clear.  Once  a 
'ek  the  filters  must 
cleaned  to  make 
e  waste  is  not 
itering  the  tanks. 
Matthew  plans  on 
from  high 
school  and  continuing 
his  involvement  in  hi^ 
supervised  agricultural 
experience  program. 
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2007  Farm  Bill 


After  traveling  through  48  states,  conducting  52  Farm  Bill 
Forums  and  gathering  over  4,000  comments  from  producers  around 
the  nation.  United  States  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Mike  Johanns 
submitted  65  proposals  to  changes  to  the  Farm  Bill.  These  changes 
correspond  to  the  2002  Farm  Bill.  The  2007  Farm  Bill  would  also, 
spend  $10  billion  less  than  the  previous  Farm  Bill. 

Rural    development,    specialty    crops    and    conservation] 
programs  were  among  several  areas  that  would  benefit  fi"om  the] 
2007  Farm  Bill  proposals.  For  example,  increased  fimding  in  the] 
rural  development  area  would  provide  higher  quality  health  carej 
for  rural  areas. 

In  March  of  this  year,  Secretary  Johanns  spoke  at  PurdueJ 
University  regarding  the  renewable  fuels  portion  of  the  bill.j 
"Biofiaels  are  already  driving  commodity  prices,"  the  Secretary] 
remarked.    "They  are  also  producing  a  wave  of  new  jobs, 
new  businesses,  new  construction,  and  new  infrastructure, 
and  what  I  find  exciting  is  it's  happening  in  rural  America."' 
With  its  allocation  of  funds  to  several  diverse  agricultural 
areas,  the  2007  Farm  Bill  is  supporting  American  agriculture  for 
many  years  to  come. 

Source:  USDA 


CAFOs  in  Indiana 


You  may  have  heard  much  talk  about 
Concentrated  Animal  Feeding  Operations 
(CAFOs)  causing  controversy  here  in  Indiana, 
but  what  exactly  are  they,  and  what  does  the 
rising  number  of  CAFOs  mean  for  the  state? 

A  CAFO  is  a  farm  raising  livestock 
indoors.  The  producer  seeks  to  utilize  space 
and  act  efficiently  by  housing  many  animals  in 
a  given  space,  such  as  a  confinement  bam.  The 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  keeps 
track  of  CAFOs  and  enforces  many  measures 
that  will  prevent  the  CAFO  from  interfering  with 
citizens  living  near  the  operation.  The  Indiana 
Department  of  Environmental  Management 
(IDEM)  must  give  approval  for  the  building  of  a 
CAFO  before  construction  can  begin. 

The  number  of  CAFOs  across  the  country 
has  increased,  and  this  trend  is  no  different  in 


the  Hoosier  state.  Measurements  made  by  the 
Indiana  state  government  ensure  that  whenever 
a  CAFO  is  introduced  into  an  area,  each  person 
in  that  area  is  well-informed  of  the  impact  of  that 
CAFO.  Manure  haulers  are  to  be  trained  and 
licensed,  and  protection  from  water  pollution 
will  be  assured. 

Many  citizens  are  concerned  about  the 
health  risks  to  the  neighbors  of  the  large 
livestock  operations.  The  government  is 
providing  a  "financial  assurance  package"  that 
will  help  with  costs  related  to  closed  facilities 
and  spills.  With  the  several  other  steps  that  the 
state  house  and  producers  are  taking  to  ensure 
a  safe  environment,  Indiana's  food  and  water 
supply  will  be  protected. 

Source:  IDEM  and  Muncie  Free  Press 
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By  Elise  Brown,  Laura  Bradford,  &  Kim  Hoeing 


Recruitment  for  FFA  Chapters 


Every  FFA  chapter  wants  to  succeed  and 
grow  in  the  organization.  It  sometimes  can  be 
difficult  to  recruit  members  and  grow  as  a  chapter. 
Throughout  our  state,  several  chapters  have  had 
success  by  using  several  recruitment  methods  and 
are  able  to  retain  their  membership  to  better  their 
chapter  and  organization  as  a  whole. 

Recruitment  within  chapters  should  be 
informative,  interesting,  and  fun  to  engage  those 
students  who  could  possibly  be  interested  in 
joining  the  FFA.  Mr.  Gabriel  Nobbe,  advisor  of 
the  Connersville  FFA  Chapter,  states,  "I  believe 


that  recruitment  starts  at  the  top.  In  order  for 
the  chapter  to  be  successful  at  recruiting,  it  must 
be  important  to  the  chapter  officer  team,  and 
our  chapter  officers  believe  it  to  be  very,  very 
important."  His  chapter  has  been  successful  with 
their  recruitment  by  holding  a  chapter  summer 
challenge  and  allowing  members  to  learn  more 
about  leadership.  Recruitment  for  an  FFA  chapter 
is  a  chance  for  current  members  to  show  off  their 
organization.  The  FFA  can  be  beneficial  to  a 
youth  wanting  to  make  a  difference  in  the  world 
today. 


Study  Abroad  Opportunities 


What  college  at  Purdue  University  finds  more  of  its  students  participating 

in  study  abroad  opportunities  than  any  other  college  on  the  campus?   If  you 

answered  the  College  of  Agriculture,  you  are  correct!    One  in  four  Purdue 

agriculture  students  spends  a  portion  of  his  or  her  college  career  in  a  foreign 

country.    The  travel  experiences  range  in  time  from  one  week  to  an  entire 

year.  The  College  of  Agriculture  offers  summer,  spring  break,  and  semester- 

ong  opportunities  also.    One  unique  program  the  university  also  offers  is 

"Maymester."  These  trips  are  typically  a  three-week  study  abroad  experience 

in  May,  directly  following  the  completion  of  the  spring  semester,  led  by  a 

Purdue  faculty  member  and  are  geared  toward  a  specific  course  of  study. 

The  Agricultural  Education  department  offers  one  of  these  unique 

"Maymester"  opportunities.  Ag  education  students  have  the  chance  to  travel 

to  Jamaica  to  study  the  education  system,  agricultural  life,  and  experience 

this  Caribbean  country  as  a  tourist.    This  study  abroad  experience  is  a 

popular  choice  for  students  majoring  in  agricultural  education  and  youth 

development,  but  the  trip  is  not  limited  to  only  these  students.    Former 

Indiana  FFA  State  Sentinel  and  Jamaica  Maymester  participant,  Joey 

Dunn,  shares  his  remarks:    "Jamaica  was  the  first  time  1  have  been  out  of 

the  country.  It  was  an  amazing  experience  for  me.  I  was  able  to  take  6  credit 

hours  of  class  and  travel  to  a  different  country  where  I  became  the  minority. 

Jamaica  is  a  beautiful  country,  however,  terribly  poor.  My  time  there  helped 

me  appreciate  everything  I  have  here." 
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By  Morgan  Emery 


The  first  of  August  will  bring  many  activities 
to  a  student's  summer.  County  fairs  will 
be  ending,  the  Great  Indiana  State  Fair  will 
be  held  once  again,  and  school  will  begin  for 
another  year.  But  among  these  activities  there 
are  also  many  Career  Development  Events  that 
FFA  members  from  across  the  state  can  take 
part  in. 

On  Wednesday,  August  1,  the  sun  will 
be  shining  on  students  at  the  Indiana  State 
Fairgrounds  as  the  Dairy  Goat  Evaluation 
CDE  takes  place.  This  CDE  gives  students  the 
opportunity  to  learn  how  to  determine  which 
animals  to  keep  or  not  to  keep  in  their  ovm  herd. 
"It  is  really  great  practice  for  the  Dairy  Judging 
CDE.  Not  only  does  it  help  with  reasons,  but 
it  also  gives  participants  a  good  idea  of  what 
judges  are  looking  for  in  general,"  stated  Jennifer 
Amstutz,  Adams  Central  FFA  member. 


Wherever  there  is  sunshine,  there  will 
always  be  plants  growing.  The  Horticulture 
Career  Development  Event  will  be  held  on 
Friday,  August  3,  in  the  Ball  State  Agriculture 
Horticulture  building  on  the  Indiana  State 
Fairgrounds.  They  are  required  to  judge 
eight  classes  of  vegetables,  fruits,  flowers,  and 
ornamental  crops  as  well  as  take  a  quiz  and 
participate  in  an  identification  activity.  "The 
Horticulture  CDE  is  a  great  experience  for 
someone  who  does  not  know  much  about  plants, 
fruits,  or  vegetables.  It  was  something  new  I 
tried  that  ended  up  being  a  great  way  for  me 
to  learn  more  about  the  agriculture  industry," 
commented  Janna  Oxford,  Cloverdale  FFA 
member.  If 

This  year  the  Small  Engines  CDE  will  be  held 
on  Saturday,  August  1 1 .  "The  Small  Engines 
CDE  is  a  great  learning  experience  for  FFA 
members  who  are  interested  in  the  agricultural 
mechanics  field.  This  particular  CDE 
has  opened  up  new  opportunities  for 
me,  has  taught  me  responsibility,  and 
has  encouraged  me  to  pursue  a  career  in 
automotive  mechanics,"  boasted  2006 
State  Small  Engines  CDE  winner,  Andrew 
Wiwi  fi-om  the  Liberty  FFA  chapter. 

"I  feel  the  Small  Engines  CDE  offers 
hands-on  experiences  to  students  from  a 
variety  of  backgrounds.  When  you  see 
the  faces  of  the  students  after  they  have 
put  together  an  engine  and  they  fire  it 
up  for  the  very  first  time,  you  can  see 
the  pride  that  it  gives  them,  commented 
Richard  Pippin,  Liberty  FFA  Small 
Engines  coach. 

So  whatever  your  favorite  summertime 
activity  is,  take  the  time  to  come  to  the 
Indiana  State  Fairgrounds  during  the 
month  of  August  to  either  participate  in  or 
watch  students  as  they  put  the  real  shine 
into  summertime! 
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GET    DOWN    AND    DIRTY    FDR    AMERICA. 


One  out  of  every  three  acres  of  America 's  land  -  600  million  acres  -  is  public  land,  your  land.  Lands  to  hike,  bike,  climb, 
swim,  explore,  picnic  or  just  plain  relax.  And  when  you  get  your  hands  dirty  in  programs  like  National  Public  Lands  Day 
you  help  spruce  up  your  beautiful  lands.  Last  year,  on  this  day  nearly  80, 000  volunteers  built  trails,  bridges,  planted  native 
trees  and  removed  trash. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  help,  go  to  www.npld.com  or  call  800-VOL-TEER  (800-865-8337). 

HELPING      HANDS      FOR      AMERICA'S      LANDS 

©  2004  Muench  Photography.  Inc. 
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Story  by  Chris  Hayhurst 


caLirornia's  NORTH  HigH  FFA 
memBers  Discover  innovaiive 
careers  in  aqriscience 


Many  people  call  Alison 
Mebane  the  "Wildflower 
Girl,"  but  it's  a  nickname 
she  actually  likes.  Alison,  a  junior 
at  North  High  School  in  Bakersfield, 
Calif.,  has  made  a  name  for  herself, 
and  a  business  to  boot,  in  working 
with  wildf  lowers  -  especially  the 
many  varieties  she  finds  throughout 
Kern  County,  where  she  lives.  Alison 
photographs  the  flowers  and  prints 
the  images  on  blank  greeting  cards  - 
one  flower  per  card.  Then,  she  adds 
her  personal  touch. 

"Dn  the  back  of  each  card  is 
information  about  the  flower," 
explains  Alison.  "The  botanical  name, 
fun  little  facts  about  it.  Some  cards 
also  come  with  seeds  from  the  flower." 

Alison  sells  the  cards  in  packs 
of  six  at  local  stores,  fairs  and 
festivals.  "You  can  buy  them 
and  give  as  gifts,  or  use  them 
as  notecards  or  thank-you  cards." 

She's  making  money  on  her 
venture,  though  she  says  she's 
unsure  just  how  much. 

"1  think  it  would  make  a  great 
side  business  someday,"  says 
Alison,  "something  I  could  do 
in  my  spare  time." 

Spare  time,  of  course,  can  be 
hard  to  come  by,  especially  when 
you're  an  all-star  student  in  a 
notoriously  difficult  agriscience 
program  headed  by  a  nationally 
respected  teacher.  Alison,  however, 
seems  to  be  doing  pretty  well. 
In  the  fall  of  2DDB,  for  her  efforts 
in  her  greeting  card  business, 
she  won  a  National  FFA  Agri- 
Entrepreneurship  Award. 

THE  LATEST  IN  A  LINE 

Remarkable,  yes.  But  even  more 
interesting  is  the  fact  that  this 


ALison  Meeane  acceprs  HernaTionaLAqn-EnTrepreneursHip  Awaro  in  2dde. 


"Wildflower  Girl"  is  just  the  latest 
in  a  string  of  agriculture  students 
from  North  High  to  be  recognized  for 
their  work.  North  High  agriculture 
students  have  been  regular  fixtures 
on  the  national-level  agriscience 
scene  since  the  late-199Ds.  All  projects, 
says  North  High  FFA  advisor  and 
teacher  Chris  Dickson,  have  been 
outgrowths  of  either  hands-on 
classroom  work  or  individual 
supervised  agricultural  experience 
programs  (SAEsJ.  Likewise,  the 
projects  themselves  become  integral 
to  classroom  learning. 

"As  we  go  through  lessons 
in  class,  I'll  say  things  like,  'Wow, 
that  could  become  a  business.' 
Or  we'll  take  a  project  that  a  student 
is  working  on  and  use  it  as  a  class 
activity.  I  have  kids  right  now  doing 
research  on  E.  coli.  Another  student 
is  researching  oak  trees  to  see  if 
they  grow  better  from  an  acorn 
or  from  tissue  culture.  All  of  my 
entrepreneurs  so  far  have  found 
inspiration  in  class." 

One  student,  inspired  during 


a  lesson  on  livestock  anatomy,  found 
a  way  to  dry  ruminant  stomachs  and 
then  sold  them  to  other  agriculture 
programs  for  use  as  real-life  models. 
Later,  a  biotechnology  student  won 
a  national  award  for  his  attempts 
at  culturing  poinsettias  using 
micropropagation  technigues. 

In  2005,  Kaitlynn  Neville 
achieved  similar  success  for 
a  business  idea  she  developed 
in  her  agricultural  biology  class. 
Students  in  the  class  are  required 
to  bring  in  pet  or  livestock  fecal 
samples  for  microscopic 
examination.  During  lab,  these 
images  are  magnified  and  projected 
onto  a  large  screen  for  all  to  see 
and  analyze.  Kaitlynn's  thought: 
Create  a  calendar  that  features 
the  microscopic  images  -  in  all  their 
fascinating,  enlarged  detail  -  and 
sell  it  to  livestock  producers.  Aside 
from  its  obvious  visual  interest, 
the  calendar  promotes  animal 
health  with  monthly  health-care 
tips  and  reminders  that  livestock 
producers  can  use  to  ward  off 
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potential  parasite  problems. 
With  an  eye  toward  potentially- 
big  sales,  Kaitlynn  recently  pitched 
the  calendar  to  an  animal 
pharmaceutical  company. 

THE  POINSETTIA  PROJECT 

Kaitlynn's  interests  don't  end 
with  her  calendars.  Now  a  high 
school  graduate,  she's  at  it  again. 


only  this  time  her  instincts  have  led 
her  to  tissue  culturing  in  poinsettias. 

"You  take  cuttings  from  a  plant 
and  clean  them  to  get  rid  of  any 
contamination.  Then  you  put  a 
cutting  in  a  jar  with  stuff  called 
media  [a  concoction  supplying 
the  plant's  nutritional  needs] 
in  the  bottom.  Over  time,  it  grows, 
and  eventually,  makes  more  plants." 
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i_rc_A_A_J,~i  Get  the  legendary  work  boots 
that  look  good  enough  to  take  out  two- 
steppin'.  Premium,,  handcrafted  leathers. 
Built  to  fit.  Built  to  last  redwingshoes.com. 
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Kaitlynn  is  also  trying  to 
get  her  poinsettia  clones  to  grow 
inside  glass  ornaments.  Dne  of 
her  biggest  challenges,  she  says, 
was  overcoming  contamination 
problems.  But  thanks  to  two  plant- 
related  internships  under  her  belt, 
she  knew  exactly  what  had  to  be 
done:  a  combination  of  bleach 
washings  and  careful  lab  work. 

"A  lot  of  the  work  takes  place 
beneath  a  laminar  flow  hood,  which 
filters  the  air  so  microorganisms  can't 
get  in,"  she  says.  "You're  not  breathing 
on  it  or  anything.  Everything  is  very 
clean  and  done  very  carefully." 

Kaitlynn  says  her  ultimate 
goal  is  to  sell  the  poinsettias  as 
live  Christmas  ornaments. 

Dickson  says  Kaitlynn's  spirit 
is  exactly  what  she  looks  for  in 
her  students.  "I  love  the  kid  who'll 
give  ino  percent  instead  of  just  75. 
The  world  is  a  competitive  place 
these  days.  But  everything  is  out 
there,  and  if  you  put  in  the  effort, 
you  can  do  whatever  you  want." 


For  Her  research,  KaiTLYnn  NeviLLe       "^ 
receiveo  iHe  200s  NajionaL  ffa 
^Agri-EnirepreneursHip  Awaro.                 | 
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THE  BEST  TERM  TO 
DE5CRIBETHE  APPLICATION 
OF  SCIENTIFIC  PRINCIPLES 
AND  TECHNOLOGIES  TO 
AGRICULTURE  IS: 

A.  Plant  science 

B.  Agribusiness 

C.  Agriscience 


()    WHEN  CREATING  A 
^'^    RESEARCH  PROJECT, 
THE  HYPOTHESIS  IS: 

A.  The  actual  outcome 
of  the  experiment 

B.  A  theory  that  is 
not  yet  proven 

C.  The  cJata  collected 


Q    HYDROPONICS  IS: 

A.  Growing  plants 
without  light 

B.  Growing  plants  in 
unfamiliar  climates 

C.  Growing  plants  without  soil 


O  COUNTING  AND  MEASURING 
ARE  COMMON  FORMS  OF: 

A.  Quantitative  research  methods 

B.  Qualitative  research  methods 

C.  Evidence  collection 

(^   THE  GROUPING  AND 
ARRANGEMENT  OF 
ORGANISMS  INTO  A 
HIERARCHICAL  ORDER  IS: 

A.  Binomial  nomenclature 

B.  ClassiFication 

C.  Specification 


THE  TYPES  AND 
NUMBER  OF  CAREERS 
IN  AGRICULTURAL 
SCIENCE  ARE: 

A.  Increasing 

B.  Decreasing 

C.  Stagnant 


ICHTHYOLOGY, 

A  BRANCH  OF  ZOOLOGY, 

IS  THE  STUDY  OF: 


GETTING  TECHNICAL 

For  many  people,  agriscience  might 
be  an  unfamiliar  term,  but  its  purpose 
has  long  been  importantto  the 
agricultural  industry.  We  can  thank 
agrisclentists  for  advancements 
such  as  new  plant  varieties,  increased 
productivity  from  our  livestock 
and  our  safe  food  supply. 
If  you  enjoy  studying  technology, 
a  job  in  the  agriscience  field  could 
be  right  for  you. 

For  links  to  even  more  agriscience 
career  information  and  the 
National  FFA  Agriscience  program, 
visit  ffanewhorizons.org.  Click  on 
►  Life  &  Learning. 
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FFA  NaTionaL  oppicerin.. 


COTY'S  FAVORITES 

A  native  oFFrenchburg, 
Ky.,  [oty  strives  to  have 
fun  witin  life,  and  as  long 
as  it's  filled  with  Gold 
Medal  Ribbon®  icecream 
from  Baskin-Robbins, 
he's  a  happy  man.  Read 
more  of  Coty's  favorites. 

Singer:  Brad  Paisley 
Cartoon:  Ooug 
CDE:  Agricultural 
marketing 
Season:  Autumn 
Hero:  Dad 
Game:  Catchphrase 


Cojy 


K^ck 


NaTionaL  FFA  EasTern 
region  vice  presioenT 

Tell  us  about  your  supervised 
agricultural  experience  program  (SAE). 

A  My  SAE  was  a  placement  pragram  at 
7th  Heaven  Farm,  a  Tennessee  Walking 
Horse  operation  in  Morehead,  Ky.  As  a 
general  farmhand,  I  performed  a  variety  of 
jobs,  from  helping  train  show  horses  to  chasing 
down  broodmares.  Sometimes  the  work  was 
hard,  but  I  learned  valuable  lessons  there. 

What  advice  do  you  have  for  other  FFA 
members  interested  in  a  placement  SAE? 

A  Find  something  you  love  to  do.  Gaining 
experience  in  something  you  love  can 
also  help  you  determine  your  future 
career  path.  In  fact,  that's  important  to  all 


types  of  SAEs.  1  encourage  you  to  find  an 
SAE  area  that  interests  you.  That  can  make 
all  the  difference, 

Tell  us  about  one  of  your  most 
memorable  national  officer  moments. 

A  Without  a  doubt,  it  was  the  day  1  was 
elected.  Hearing  my  name  called  out 
triggered  an  immediate  roller  coaster 
ride  of  emotions.  I  wanted  to  laugh,  cry, 
sing,  dance  and  shout.  I  was  happy,  sad, 
worried  and  a  little  scared  all  at  the  same 
time.  That  day  was  when  my  dream  became  a 
reality.  1  feel  so  fortunate  to  be  living  a  dream. 

With  the  school  year  starting  back,  how 
can  FFA  chapters  recruit  new  members? 

A  Start  the  year  off  with  a  bang!  1  have 
heard  of  great  success  from  activities 
like  chapter  cookouts.  Invite  as  many 
people  as  you  can,  then  work  hard  to  recruit 
them  to  join  FFA.  If  you  can  get  them  hooked, 
your  year  will  be  of  f  to  an  incredible  start  - 
not  to  mention  the  good  food  and  company! 

Can  you  give  us  a  sneak  peek  of 
something  unique  planned  for  this 
year's  national  FFA  convention? 

Al  am  not  really  permitted  to  let  any 
cats  out  of  any  bags.  But  FFA  members 
need  to  get  ready!  The  BOth  National 
FFA  Convention  will  feature  incredible 
sessions,  great  service  opportunities 
and  phenomenal  talent. 

What  motivational  quote  do 
you  strive  to  live  by? 


A 


The  world  is  your  cow,  but  you 
must  do  the  milking! 


^  ffanewHonzons.orq 

Click  on  Features  to  learn  more 
about  Coty's  travels  this  year. 
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'  2006  Living  fo  Ser 

',  Ponchatoula  High 

P  Ponchatoula,  LA 

Visit  the  iMHC  web  page  on  www.ffa.org  folr  more  information  on 

how  you  can  submit  your  service  projects.  You  can  even  download  a 

worksheet  that  will  help  compile  hours  for  your  chapter! 

fin  CESH  IWEEDS  FOB  VOOE  CHAPTEI 

:  T©  Bl  FE^TUEEP  ©H  FFJ.  TOMY! 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION:  Joe  Martinez     317-802-4316  jmartinez@ffa.org    www.ffa.org 


FFA  WHaT'S  HGTi  cool  stuff  to 


Know 


Operation  Stand  Solid 

what's  hot  ',  Throughout  the  past  year,  the  EODG-07 


Wisconsin  FFA  state  officer  team  has  embodied 
the  idea  of  "Living  to  Serve." 

Just  weeks  after  they  returned  from  a  trip 
to  help  hurricane  victims  in  Louisiana,  the  group 
launched  a  new  project  called  Operation  Stand  Solid  -  an  effort 
to  give  needed  shoes  to  the  children  of  Iraq. 

State  FFA  Reporter  Bridget  Klinkner  says  the  idea  first 
came  from  a  Wisconsin  FFA  advisor  who,  during  his 

[  service,  realized  the  scarcity  of  children's  shoes. 
Operation  Stand  Solid  started  in 
February  and  ended  with  the  state 
FFA  convention  in  June.  Chapters 
across  the  state  donated  a  grand 
total  of  B,B35  shoes,  which  will 
be  sent  to  Iraq  later  this  year. 
"We're  thrilled  with 
the  success  and  the  FFA 
members'  willingness  to  help 
others,"  Bridget  says.  "It's  been 
a  great  experience." 


FFA  lul  hwars-yong  ham-ni-da! 

That's  "Welcome  to  FFA"  in  Korean.  Did  you  know  that  there 
is  a  Future  Farmers  of  Korea  (FFK)?  FFK's  purpose  is  just  like 
FFA  but  geared  toward  high  school  students  only  -  more  than 
20, ODD  of  them.  In  May,  Dr.  Larry  Case  welcomed  Young  Pyo  Hong, 
chief  executive  officer  for  FFK,  and  Beyng  Chan  Yoon,  a  teacher 
and  FFK  advisor  at  Suwon  Agricultural  Life  Science  High  School 
in  Korea,  to  the  National  FFA  Center,  where  they  learned  more 
about  FFA  and  U.S.  agricultural  education. 


your  Vote: 

Answer  these  for  an  upcoming  What's  Hot. 

MY  pavorixe  parr  op  eeintj 
an  FFA  memBer  is: 

n  Meeting  new  people 

D  Attending  leadership  events 

□  Conducting  an  5AE  program 

□  Traveling  to  conventions 

□  Other  (please  specify) 


A  TecHnoLoqicaL  aovance  i 
couLon'T  Live  without  is  mv: 

□  Cell  phone 

□  iPod/mp3  player 

□  Computer 

□  Debit/credit  card 

□  Other  (please  specify) 


Send  completed  surveys  to: 

What's  Hot,  FFA  New  Horizons 

P.O.  Box  B89BD,  Indianapolis,  IN  46268 

Or,  submit  your  answers  online  at 

franewhorizons.org. 


Educator  of 
the  year 


This  spring,  Marion 
Fletcher,  treasurer  for  the 
National  FFA  Organization, 
was  recognized  as  the 
Secondary  Educator  of  the  Year 
by  the  National  Association 
of  State  Directors 
of  Careers  and 
Technical  Education 
Consortium.  An 
Arkansas  resident, 
Fletcher  has  been 
involved  with  agricultural 
education  for  43  years. 
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No  lawn  is  too  big  for  Tractor  Supply.  We've  got 
a  full  line  of  outdoor  power  equipment,  Including 
traditional  lawn  tractors  and  time-saving  Zero- 
Turn  mowers  with  deck  sizes  up  to  60  Inches  wide. 


WJTfJ 


THE  STUFF  YOU  NEED  OUT  HERE 


W  TRACTOR 
SUPPLYC9 


w 


FFA  YHUr  mnnPYIrnnPr.P  Finances 


The  Big  . 

Question 


HOW  WILL  I 


pay  por  coLLeqe? 


As  your  graduation  day  looms 
on  the  horizon,  two  big 
questions  are  probably 
on  your  mind:  What  kind  of  career 
do  I  want,  and  which  college  is 
right  for  me? 

But  don't  forget  another 
important  question:  How  am  I 
going  to  pay  for  it? 

No  doubt  about  it,  college  is 
expensive  and  getting  more  costly 
each  year.  Average  tuition  and  fees 
at  four-year  public  colleges  are  up 
35  percent  from  five  years  ago, 
even  though  the  increase  in  average 
tuition  and  fees  slowed  for  the  third 
year  in  a  row  in  2DD6,  according 
to  the  nonprofit  College  Board,  which 
administers  the  SAT  exam. 
Federal  aid  for  needy 
students  went  down, 
the  College  Board  reports, 
and  more  students  are 
borrowing  money  to  cover 
their  educational  costs. 

So  what  does  it 
-  mean  for  you? 

._--a^  It's  time  to 


-^ 


,-i:aSS»««;: 


start  thinking  about  how  you're 
going  to  pay  the  bills.  But  don't 
panic.  The  good  news  is  that  there 
are  many  different  ways  you  can 
cover  the  costs. 

SAVINGS 

The  sooner  you  start  saving  for 
college,  the  more  time  your  money 
will  have  to  grow.  Even  if  college 
is  just  a  year  or  two  away,  it's  not 
too  late  to  start  saving.  There  are 
tax  benefits  to  putting  money 
in  a  529  College  Savings  Plan  or 
a  prepaid  tuition  plan,  offered 
by  many  states. 

"The  more  a  family  is  able  to 
save,  the  better  off  they'll  be  and 
the  fewer  dollars  they'll  have  to 
*■    borrow,"  says  Jack  Joyce,  director 
of  college  planning  services  for 

the  College  Board, 


MERIT  SCHOLARSHIPS 

This  is  free  money,  folks; 
you  don't  have  to  pay  it  back. 
Start  looking  for  scholarship 
opportunities  when  you're 
a  junior.  Scholarships  are 
usually  given  to  students 
with  certain  qualifications  - 
academic,  artistic  or  athletic 
talent  -  or  those  interested 
in  a  certain 


field  of  study.  You  can  find  out  about 
scholarships  by  going  to  the  library, 
or  checking  with  your  guidance 
counselor  or  college  financial 
aid  offices. 

And  don't  forget  about  your 
FFA  activities.  More  than  $2  million 
in  scholarships  is  available  through 
the  National  FFA  Scholarship 
Program.Visitffa.org/programs/ 
scholarships  for  details. 

You  can  also  search  for 
scholarships  through  several 
free  databases  online.  Visit 
ffanewhorizons.org  for  links. 

LOANS 

This  is  borrowed  money  that 
you  have  to  repay  (with  interest] 
upon  graduation.  Most  students 
have  to  get  some  kind  of  loan 
to  cover  their  tuition.  In  fact,  the 
average  new  graduate  of  a  public 
university  in  2DDG  owed  $15,500 
in  student  loans,  according  to  the 
College  Board.  Because  federal 
education  loans  offer  lower  interest 
rates  and  more  flexible  payment 
plans,  this  is  usually  the  best  way 
to  go.  Visit  www.fafsa.ed.gov  for 
more  information. 

MILITARY  AID 

Military  student  aid,  such  as 
the  Montgomery  CI  Bill,  is  one 
reason  many  people  join  the  armed 
forces.  Visit  www.military.com/ 
recruiting  and  click  on  "Education 
Benefits"  for  more  information. 

-  Rebecca  Denton 

^^  ff^anewHorizons.org 

Click  on  LiFe  &  Learning  For  links  to 
more  college  financial  information. 
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Before  you  jump  in  the 


seat,  visit  SmartEdgebyGMACcom  for  a  quick 


^lIKi     I 


i 


on  vehicle  financing. 


Buying  your  first  car  or  truck  is  a  big  financial  decision. 
To  get  a  better  understanding  of  vehicle  financing, 
head  to  SmartEdgebyGMACcom  where  you  can  learn 
how  to  establish  good  credit,  manage  your  budget  and, 
of  course,  how  to  finance  or  lease  your  dream  vehicle.  • 

WWW.SMARTEDGEBYGMAC.COM  .  V'l 


©  2007  GMAC.  All  Righls  Resem 
SmartEdge  is  a  registered  trader 


GMAC 


id.  GMAC  is  a  registereri  trademark. 
larkofGMAC. 


FFA   HPaLTHY   LIFP5TYLP5I  Exercise 


Exercise  /oi^r 

options 

EasY  ano  efpecTive  worKOUTS  laKe 
jusT  20  minUTeSaDaY 


SET  GOALS 

Research  shows  that 
setting  goals  will 
help  you  stick  to  your 
program.  Consider 
making  specific  goals 
that  are  doable,  like 
"Do  25  crunches  and 
walk  once  around 
the  neighborhood" 
instead  of  "Work 
out  today."  Visit 
ffanewhorizons.org 
and  click  on  ►Life  and 
Learning  For  more 
exercise  information 
and  links  to  great  sites, 
including  one  where 
you  can  track  your 
workout  progress. 


We  all  want  to  get  more  exercise. 
Who  doesn't  want  a  sleek 
physique  and  energy  to  burn? 
But  with  a  jam-packed  schedule  that  barely 
leaves  time  for  sleep,  working  out  is  often 
last  on  the  list. 

The  truth  is,  everyone  can  find  20 
free  minutes  in  the  day.  You  just  have 
to  use  those  2D  minutes  wisely. 

"The  single  most  difficult  thing  is 
making  exercise  a  priority,"  says  Loren 
Seagrave,  former  FFA  member  and  founder 
of  Velocity  Sports  Performance,  a  Georgia- 
based  company  that  specializes  in  sports 
performance  training.  "You're  actually 
more  tired  if  you  don't  do  regular  physical 
activity  than  if  you  do  30  minutes  a  day." 

The  American  Heart  Association 
recommends  that  teens  raise  their  heart 
rates  for  20  minutes  without  stopping,  three 
or  more  times  a  week.  The  benefits  are  well 
worth  it.  Aerobic  exercise  -  walking,  jogging, 
swimming  -  increases  the  flow  of  oxygen 
to  the  brain  as  well  as  the  heart,  so  you'll 
find  yourself  thinking 
more  clearly. 

As  a  bonus, 
people  who  exercise 
regularly  are  less 
likely  to  overeat 
and  more 
likely  to  make 
healthy  food 
choices. 

You  just 


have  to  make  a  commitment. 

"First,  identify  the  motivation," 
Seagrave  says.  "That  has  to  come  from 
within  you.  Motivation  is  the  desire  to 
do  A  rather  than  B  -  walking  around  the 
neighborhood  instead  of  watching  TV, 
for  example  -  and  to  be  conscious  of  those 
choices  and  how  you're  spending  your  time. 
Those  conscious  choices  then  become  a 
habit,  and  your  habit  ultimately  becomes 
part  of  your  lifestyle." 

Here  are  some  tips  to  get  you  on  your 
way  to  a  healthier,  more  active  lifestyle. 

TAKE  10  FDR  YDU 

In  the  time  it  takes  to  devour  a  pint  of 
ice  cream,  you  can  trim  your  thighs,  crunch 
your  abs  and  strengthen  your  chest,  says 
lifestyle  and  fitness  expert  Cyndi  Targosz, 
author  of  Ten  Minute  Tone-Ups  for  Dummies. 

"Using  good  form  and  proper  technique 
with  the  right  combination  of  moves  equates 
to  fast  results,"  she  says. 

MAKE  ACTIVE  CHOICES 

Remember,  activity  counts  as  exercise. 
Take  the  stairs.  Instead  of  watching  TV  or 
sitting  at  the  computer  all  weekend,  plan 
something  active  like  going  to  the  park, 
taking  a  2D-minute  walk,  hiking, 
skateboarding,  swimming  or  riding  your  bike. 

Get  a  group  of  friends  together  and  play 
laser  tag  or  paintball.  Or  grab  your  iPod, 
close  the  door  and  dance  for  20  minutes. 

FIND  AN  ACTIVITY  YOU  LIKE 

If  you  don't  like  what  you're  doing, 
it  becomes  a  chore.  Try  something  new, 
such  as  indoor  rock  climbing  or  a  fitness 
class.  Don't  worry  about  doing  the  moves 
perfectly.  It's  all  about  being  active  and 
connecting  with  your  body.  If  you  are  more 
interested  in  sports,  grab  some  friends  and 
join  a  local  kickball  or  softball  league.  So 
find  a  pal  with  similar  goals,  and  get  moving! 

-  Rebecca  Benton 
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CHapxer sociaLS  I  FFA   HOW  TO 


Crowd 


our  Tips  por  HOSTing  a  BacK-TO-scHOOL 

FFA  TaiLqare  pariY 


Just  because  it's  back-to-school 
time  doesn't  mean  the  fun 
of  summer  has  to  end. 
The  beginning  of  a  new  school 
year  is  a  great  time  to  rally  your 
FFA  friends  together  and  host  a 
chapter  social.  And  with  the  kickoff 
to  football  season  just  around  the 
corner,  a  tailgate  party  may  be 
just  the  ticket  to  getting  FFA 
members  excited  about  the 
upcoming  school  year. 

Never  hosted  a  party  before? 
Don't  sweat  it.  Here  are  some  tips 
that  will  ensure  your  event  goes 
off  without  a  hitch: 

1        PICK  A  LOCATION. 
■  Decide  where  to  have 

the  party,  and  make  sure  it's  allowed 


where  you're  planning  to  have  it, 
whether  it's  in  the  parking  lot  of  a 
football  field  or  in  a  friend's  yard. 

2       PLAN  YOUR  MENU. 
■  It  can  be  as  simple  as 

sub  sandwiches  or  more  elaborate 
with  grilled  hot  dogs,  burgers  and 
brats.  Rememberyou'll  have  to 
transport  everything  to  and  from 
the  party  site,  including  a  grill 
if  you  choose  to  have  a  cookout. 

Tasty  side  dishes  include  pasta 
or  potato  salad,  baked  beans,  chips, 
and  vegetable  and  fruit  platters, 
and  be  sure  to  follow  that  up  with 
something  sweet  -  cookies  or 
brownies  are  a  good,  easy  choice. 

Fill  a  cooler  of  ice  with  canned 
sodas  and  bottled  water,  and  also 


offer  a  hot  beverage  like  apple  cider 
or  hot  chocolate  if  it's  chilly  outside. 

3       CONSIDER  FOOD  SAFETY. 
■  It's  pretty  simple;  Keep 

cold  items  cold  and  hot  items  hot 
before  eating,  and  make  sure  to 
put  all  your  leftovers  in  a  cooler 
with  ice.  Don't  leave  cold  or  hot 
foods  out  for  more  than  two  hours, 
and  if  you're  grilling,  keep  raw 
and  cooked  meat  separate. 

If  you  don't  have  access  to 
soap  and  water,  bring  antibacterial 
wipes  to  clean  your  hands  and  any 
surfaces  food  will  touch. 

4      MAKE  IT  FESTIVE. 
■  Decorate  with  balloons 

and  streamers  in  official  FFA  colors 
or  your  school  colors.  Or.  go  for  a 
theme,  such  as  a  Hawaiian  luau 
or  Western  flair. 

5       PLAN  ENTERTAINMENT. 
I  Background  music 

is  a  good  place  to  start  because  it 
sets  the  mood.  For  indoor  parties, 
table  games  like  Jenga,  Taboo  and 
Twister  can  have  a  group  laughing 
for  hours.  Capture  the  Flag,  water 
balloon  tosses,  volleyball  and 
relay  races  are  always  a  hit. 

G       RELAX  AND  HAVE  FUN! 
■  After  all,  that's  what 

parties  are  for,  right? 

-  Jessica  Moza 


^  fpanewHonzons.orq 

Click  on  Life  &  Learning  For  more 
menu  ideas,  games,  and  printable 
party  planning  checklists. 
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Weld  the  Future 

^^    Graduate  in 

^  ^  ^"^       7  months! 


Your  entry 
to  a  high-paying, 
]■     career  that's  in 
strong  demand. 

We  can  help  you  afford  welding  training. 
Financial  aid  for  qualified  students. 
Training  welders  over  59  years. 
"  Day  and  evening  training  schedules. 

,^..1-800-WELDPR0 
>^5fl-877-WELDJAX 

www.weidingschool.com 


FFA  WHaT'S   on  I  meoia  buzz 
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TULSA 
'WELDING 
'SCHOOL 

"World  Class  Welders" 


2545  E.  11th  St.,  Tulsa  OK  74104 
3500  Southside  Blvd.,  Jacksonville,  FL  32216 


VISIT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


Cornell  University  -  College  of 
Agriculture  G  Life  Sciences 

www.cals.cornell.edu 

Qordt  College 
www.dordt.edu 

General  Motors 

www.generalmotars.CQm 

GMAC  Consumer  Finance 
www.smartedgetiygmac.cDm 

Lyric  Street  Records 

www.rascaIflatts.CDm 

National  FFA  Qrganization 

www.ffa.org 

National  FFA  Organization 

www.ffaunlimited.org 

One  Million  Hour  Challenge 

www.ffa.org 

PHD  Detroit 
www.dDdge.com 

Red  Wing  Shoe  Company 

www.redwingshoes.com 

Tractor  Supply  Company 

www.mytscstore.com 

Tulsa  Welding  School 
www.weldingschool.com 

Xtreme  Bulls 


FFA  Fun 


If  you  are  interested 
in  writing  radio  jingles, 
creating  eye-catching  print 
advertisements  or  developing 
public  relations  campaigns, 
then  your  FFA  chapter  should 
enter  Garst  Seed  Co.'s 
Commercial  Competition.  The 
program  is  open  to  all  chapters, 
and  winning  entries  can  earn 
up  to  $1,250  in  cash  prizes. 

This  year's  competition 
theme  is  "Technologies  of  the 
Future."  Chapters  will  create 
a  logo,  slogan  and  brand  a  new 
seed  product  for  a  print,  radio 
or  television  advertisement 
or  public  relations  campaign. 
For  more  information, 
visit  www.garstseed.coin. 


Test  your  corduroy  know- 
how  with  the  brand-new  FFA 
trivia  game!  Two  versions  of  the 
game  each  contain  IDS  different 
questions  about  FFA  facts, 
history,  programs  and  more. 

Up  to  30  people  can  play 
at  one  time,  and  questions 
come  in  three  forms  -  Know  It, 
Think  About  It  and  Do  It.  Know 
It  questions  ask  more  "basic" 
questions,  but  be  ready  to 
analyze,  act  and  more  with  the 
Think  About  It  and  Do  It  cards. 

The  product  development  is 
funded  in  part  by  Pfizer  Animal 
Health  as  a  special  project  of  the 
National  FFA  Foundation.  To 
order,  visit  f  f  aunlimited.org. 
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The  Sept.  3  episode  of 
FFA  Today!  on  RFD-TV  will 
feature  agricultural  mechanics 
careers  and  a  feature  on 
Kody  Swanson,  a  former  FFA 
member  and  successful  race 
car  driver  from  California. 

The  Chapters  in  Action 
segment  travels  to  New  York 
for  some  "ag  in  the  city"  and 
On  the  Job  will  focus  on  the 
fiber  industry. 

Then,  don't  forget  to  tune  , 
in  Dot.  24-27  for  live  coverage 

of  the  80th  National 
FFA  Convention. 


101  College  Tips 

Many  high  school  students 
often  ask  those  tricky  college 
questions  like  "Which 
universities  should  I  apply  to?" 
or  "How  do  I  choose  a  major?" 
For  answers  to  these  questions 
and  more,  check  out  a  great 
college  resource  book,  101  Ways 
to  Become  the  Perfect  College 
Applicant,  written  by  Jeanine 
Le  Ny  and  the  Kaplan 
Admissions  experts. 

For  more  information  about 
the  book  and  answers  to  more 
questions  about  college,  visit 
ffanewhorizons.org  and  click 
on  ^  Life  &  Learning. 


Ever  wondered  what 
agriculture  will  look  like 
in  2Q25?  LaTasha  Cote,  first 
vice  president  of  the  Couch 
FFA  Chapter  in  Myrtle,  Mo.,  has. 
And  she  envisions  computerized 
milking  systems,  a  cure  for  mad 
cow  disease  and  pig  organs  used 
to  save  human  lives  as  LaTasha 
wrote  in  the  essay  that  won  her 
$1,000  and  a  trip  to  Washington, 
D.C.,  as  the  winner  of  the  2007  Ag 
Day  Essay  Contest  -  part  of  the 
34th  annual  National 
Agriculture  Day. 

To  read  LaTasha's  essay 
and  see  a  list  of  the  2007  state 
winners,  visit  www.agday.org. 


RASCAL 


NEW  CD 

SEPT^ 


I      FFA  [new  HD 
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Meadows 

counrrY  music  sinqer 

rememeers  his  OKLaHoma  rooTS 


lason  Meaoows,  former  ffa  memBer  From  caLera,  OKLa.     photo  by  wes  aldrioge 


As  an  FFA  member  in  Calera,  Dkla., 
Jason  Meadows  often  entertained 
his  chapter  by  playing  and  singing 
his  favorite  songs.  Now  a  country  music 
artist  with  his  second  album,  Meadows 
performs  for  much  bigger  audiences, 
yet  maintains  his  Oklahoma  charm 
and  ranching  lifestyle.  Meadows'  newest 
album  takes  him  back  to  those  roots. 

Jason,  how  would  you  describe 
your  latest  album,  "10D%  Gowboy"? 

A   I  grew  up  in  a  rural  environment 
listening  to  traditional  country  music, 
and  I  think  this  album  shows  that  side 
of  me.  I'm  also  really  proud  that  1  wrote  eight 
of  the  ID  songs  on  the  record,  including  the 
first  single,  "100%  Cowboy." 


C5  Did  you  find  inspiration  for 
i  the  songs  from  your  FFA  days? 

A  Absolutely.  Some  of  my  favorite 
memories  from  growing  up  involve  FFA. 
My  songs  represent  everything  that's 
important  to  me,  and  this  organization  was 
a  significant  part  of  my  young  life.  It  still  is. 

Besides  these  song  influences, 
what  did  FFA  do  for  you? 

A    For  one,  it  taught  me  respect  for 
working  and  for  people.  The  country 
music  industry  is  tough  to  break 
into.  I  had  to  find  a  career  outside  of  music 
to  support  my  singing  dream,  and  FFA 
led  me  to  that  career  opportunity.  It  also 
helps  me  daily  in  public  relations. 

Have  you  carried  your  agricultural 
interests  into  your  current  lifestyle? 

A  My  family  is  really  involved  with 
horses,  so  I  like  to  ride  as  much  as 
I  can.  I  also  do  a  little  team  roping. 
My  youngest  son,  Halston,  is  really  into 
horses,  so  it's  something  we  can  do  together. 

We  noticed  that  you  visited  with 
many  FFA  members  during  the 

2DDB  national  convention.  What  was 

that  experience  like? 

A   Unbelievable.  Talking  to  FFA  groups 
takes  me  back  to  my  Calera  days. 
My  advisor,  Gerald  Parks,  was  a 
big  influence  on  my  life,  and  he  persuaded 
me  to  really  get  involved  with  FFA.  1  was 
in  everything  from  showing  livestock  to 
serving  as  chapter  president.  I  did  it  all. 


^  fpanewHonzons.orq 

To  learn  more  about  Meadows, 
click  on  Features. 
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GRAB  LIFE  BY  THE  HORNS 
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DO  SOMETHING  NICE  FOR  YOUR  PARENTS.  GET  THEM 
A  $500  FFA  BONUS  ON  ANY  NEW  DODGE  TRUCK.    | 

.,''iDodge  has  been  a  proud  sponsor  of  the  FFA  for  over  half  a  century.  And  we're  now  offering  FFA  member  families,  alurrini,  and 
teachers  an  extra  $500  cash  allowance  on  any  new  Dodge  truck*  Contact  your  local  Dodge  dealer  to  take  advantage^of  this 
limited-time  offer  on  the  Dodge  truck  of  your  choice  —  like  the  hardworking  Ram  Heavy  Duty  with  the  available  l,^endary 
6.7L  Cummins®  Turbo  Diesel,  part  of  the  longest  lasting,  most  durable^  line  of  full-size  pickups.  For  more  info,  visit  diidge.com 
or  call  800-4ADODGE.  ''■'-'  F 


♦Offer  good  5/1/07-1/2/08  on  '06  MY/  '07  MY  Dodge  Ram  1 500.  2500,  3500.  Ram  Chassis  Cab,  Magnum.  Caravan.  Grand  Caravan,  Dakota, 

and  Durango.  Excludes  SRT  models.  See  your  dealer  for  details.  tLongest  lasting  based  on  R.L.  Poll<  &  Co.  Vehicles  in  Operation  registration  statistics 

1986-2005:  durability  based  on  longevity.  Properly  secure  all  cargo.  Chrysler  Financial  is  a  business  unit  of  DaimlerChrysler  Financial  Services. 

Cummins  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Cummins.  Inc.  Dodge  is  a  registered  trademark  of  DaimlerChrysler  Corporation. 
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